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" Me Allgh rode it possible for people fo understand how bb live the Qur'an’: mornd- 
: ate iy by giving exargles from he Prophet? and other Muslin’ lives Cane of these sincere 
» Ade DB) Muslinre is Adoryan, one of the hem women moled for theirexemplary charack re: “Allah 
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ane lord, build a house in the Garden lor ime in Yourpmsence, resaue me from Fhanach 

andhés deeck, and resaue me from his wrongdoing people." And Maryam, the daugh- 
ie lr of non, who quarded he nchastity—WWe breathed Gur Spiritinks her. She con timed 
a! a} he Whom of her Lord ond His Book, and war one of he obedienl (Suratat Tohrinm: 


5 We 13). 
Pg . Allah intradyoes Maryan as having “he ided Mudin worvan’s chanacler."' Thi 
um character ft completely difiemint han ihe common chorackrofwonen in today’: unbe- 
~ e living societies, where they ucuolly sham common socidly aosaphable charackr hand- 
i iy | ed down from heir ancestor. 
| According bp the Gurion, however, men ond women have the same resporeibi- 
ir ‘ah ities ond characters, for Alldh melee bo “on ided Mudin dhorock rn." 
Oa In the book, we deal with te common wonvan’s cyarackras seen in unbeliey- 
=) gf 9 ing societies and andyze how the ermnnous character became estbl thed. In addi. 
ory) | fon, we explore Maryani's charaeler, wham Allch mized dbove dl oer wornen, and 


wg \ hereby define the “ideo Mudinn woman's chonocler." 

mr Anoher aim of the book is lo ved ihe inconsistencies in he common woman's 

sett chamsler in unbelieving societies and Ip inform people who ore looking for he truth 
q. cbouto way oflife and morality hot will lead trem loword honor, respecabl ily, ane 
Lye aiperorily on Barh a: well a: in he Herofler. 
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A special chapter is assigned to the collapse of the theory of evo- 
lution because this theory constitutes the basis of all anti-spiritual 
philosophies. Since Darwinism rejects the fact of creation—and 
therefore, Allah's existence—over the last 140 years it has caused 
many people to abandon their faith or fall into doubt. It is therefore 
an imperative service, a very important duty to show everyone that 
this theory is a deception. Since some readers may find the chance to 
read only one of our books, we think it appropriate to devote a chap- 
ter to summarize this subject. 


All the author's books explain faith-related issues in light of 
Qur'anic verses, and invite readers to learn Allah's words and to 
live by them. All the subjects concerning Allah's verses are ex- 
plained so as to leave no doubt or room for questions in the read- 
er's mind. The books' sincere, plain, and fluent style ensures that 
everyone of every age and from every social group can easily un- 
derstand them. Thanks to their effective, lucid narrative, they can 
be read at one sitting. Even those who rigorously reject spirituality 
are influenced by the facts these books document and cannot refute 
the truthfulness of their contents. 

This and all the other books by the author can be read individu- 
ally, or discussed in a group. Readers eager to profit from the books 


will find discussion very useful, letting them relate their reflections 


and experiences to one another. 

In addition, it will be a great service to Islam to contribute to the 
publication and reading of these books, written solely for the plea- 
sure of Allah. The author's books are all extremely convincing. For 
this reason, to communicate true religion to others, one of the most 
effective methods is encouraging them to read these books. 

We hope the reader will look through the reviews of his other 
books at the back of this book. His rich source material on faith-re- 
lated issues is very useful, and a pleasure to read. 

In these books, unlike some other books, you will not find the 
author's personal views, explanations based on dubious sources, 
styles that are unobservant of the respect and reverence due to sa- 
cred subjects, nor hopeless, pessimistic arguments that create 
doubts in the mind and deviations in the heart. 


Now writing under the pen-name of HARUN YAHYA, he was born in 
Ankara in 1956. Having completed his primary and secondary education in 
Ankara, he studied arts at Istanbul's Mimar Sinan University and philosophy 
at Istanbul University. Since the 1980s, he has published many books on polit- 
ical, scientific, and faith-related issues. Harun Yahya is well-known as the au- 
thor of important works disclosing the imposture of evolutionists, their in- 
valid claims, and the dark liaisons between Darwinism and such bloody ide- 
ologies as fascism and communism. 

His pen-name is a composite of the names Harun (Aaron) and Yahya (John), 
in memory of the two esteemed Prophets who fought against their people's 
lack of faith. The Prophet's seal on his books' covers is symbolic and is linked 
to their contents. It represents the Qur'an (the Final Scripture) and the Prophet 
Muhammad (saas), last of the prophets. Under the guidance of the Qur'an and 
the Sunnah (teachings of the Prophet [saas]), the author makes it his purpose 
to disprove each fundamental tenet of godless ideologies and to have the "last 
word," so as to completely silence the objections raised against religion. He us- 
es the seal of the final Prophet (saas), who attained ultimate wisdom and 
moral perfection, as a sign of his intention to offer the last word. 

All of Harun Yahya's works share one single goal: to convey the Qur'an's 
message, encourage readers to consider basic faith-related issues such as 
Allah's existence and unity and the Hereafter; and to expose godless systems' 
feeble foundations and perverted ideologies. 

Harun Yahya enjoys a wide readership in many countries, from India to 
America, England to Indonesia, Poland to Bosnia, and Spain to Brazil. Some of 
his books are available in English, French, German, Spanish, Italian, 
Portuguese, Urdu, Arabic, Albanian, Russian, Serbo-Croat (Bosnian), Polish, 
Malay, Uygur Turkish, and Indonesian. 

Greatly appreciated all around the world, these works have been instru- 
mental in many people recovering faith in Allah and gaining deeper insights 
into their faith. His books’ wisdom and sincerity, together with a distinct style 


that's easy to understand, directly affect anyone who reads them. Those who se- 
riously consider these books, can no longer advocate atheism or any other per- 
verted ideology or materialistic philosophy, since these books are characterized 
by rapid effectiveness, definite results, and irrefutability. Even if they continue 
to do so, it will be only a sentimental insistence, since these books refute such 
ideologies from their very foundations. All contemporary movements of denial 
are now ideologically defeated, thanks to the books written by Harun Yahya. 

This is no doubt a result of the Qur'an's wisdom and lucidity. The author 
modestly intends to serve as a means in humanity's search for Allah's right 
path. No material gain is sought in the publication of these works. 

Those who encourage others to read these books, to open their minds and 
hearts and guide them to become more devoted servants of Allah, render an in- 
valuable service. 

Meanwhile, it would only be a waste of time and energy to propagate other 
books that create confusion in people's minds, lead them into ideological chaos, 
and that clearly have no strong and precise effects in removing the doubts in 
people's hearts, as also verified from previous experience. It is impossible for 
books devised to emphasize the author's literary power rather than the noble 
goal of saving people from loss of faith, to have such a great effect. Those who 
doubt this can readily see that the sole aim of Harun Yahya's books is to over- 
come disbelief and to disseminate the Qur'an's moral values. The success and 
impact of this service are manifested in the readers’ conviction. 

One point should be kept in mind: The main reason for the continuing cruel- 
ty, conflict, and other ordeals endured by the vast majority of people is the ide- 
ological prevalence of disbelief. This can be ended only with the ideological de- 
feat of disbelief and by conveying the wonders of creation and Qur'anic moral- 
ity so that people can live by it. Considering the state of the world today, lead- 
ing into a downward spiral of violence, corruption and conflict, clearly this ser- 
vice must be provided speedily and effectively, or it may be too late. 

In this effort, the books of Harun Yahya assume a leading role. By the will of 
Allah, these books will be a means through which people in the twenty-first 
century will attain the peace, justice, and happiness promised in the Qur'an. 


By Harun Yahya 
Translated by Yasar Kutukcu 
Edited by Jay Willoughby 


Published by 
GLOBAL PUBLISHING 
Talatpasa Mah. Emir Gazi Cad. 

Ibrahim Elmas Ismerkezi A. Blok Kat 4 
Okmeydani-Istanbul/ Turkey 
Phone: (+90 212) 222 00 88 


Printed and bound by San Ofset in Istanbul 
Cendere Yolu No: 23 Ayazaga - Istanbul / Turkey 
Phone: (+90 212) 289 24 24 


All translations from the Qur'an are from The Noble Quran: 
a New Rendering of its Meaning in English by Hajj Abdalhaqq and 
Aisha Bewley, published by Bookwork, Norwich, UK. 1420 CE/1999 AH. 


Abbreviations used: 
(saas-sall-Allahu ‘alyahi wa sallam): May Allah bless him and 
grant him peace (following a reference to the Prophet Muhammad) 
(as-'alayhi's-salam): Peace be upon him (following a reference 


to the prophets or angels) 
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he Qur'an, the only true guidance for 


humanity, was revealed so that people i | . 
would know how to deal with all of \'t., q 
the situations that they may encounter 7 i; q 
while in this world. In addition, the id ~ 


Sunnah (example) of our Prophet *,14ie 
(saas) shows how to implement its iss 


teachings into one's life. Allah even (4 
/ made it possible for people to understand how to live the 


Qur'an's morality by giving examples from the Prophets' and 4 


other Muslims' lives: "There is an excellent example in them ‘4 a 

“ for you to follow, that is for those whose hope is in Allah she 

‘iw and the Last Day. But if anyone turns away, Allah is the 4) 
iy 4 FF 


i", Rich Beyond Need, the Praiseworthy" (Surat al- ie 
Mumtahana: 6) and "We have sent down Clear Signs to you, “4 
the example of those who passed away before you, and an ™ i 
admonition for those who guard against evil" (Surat an- 
: Nur: 34). In these verses, He reminds sincere Muslims, who 
hope for the best in Hereafter, that the people presented in 


the Qur'an serve as good examples and guidance for them. 


Ste Sy oe 


One of these sincere Muslims is Maryam, one of the two . i A 


women noted for their exemplary characters: "Allah has 


made an example for those who believe: the wife of Pharaoh, when 
she said: 'My Lord, build a house in the Garden for me in Your pres- 
ence, rescue me from Pharaoh and his deeds, and rescue me from this 
wrongdoing people.' And Maryam, the daughter of 'Imran, who 
guarded her chastity—We breathed Our Spirit into her. She confirmed 
the Words of her Lord and His Book, and was one of the obedient" 
(Surat at-Tahrim: 11-12). Therefore, every believer is responsible for 
learning about Maryam's good character from the Qur'an, which gives 
the most accurate information, and trying to emulate her. 

Allah introduces Maryam as having the ideal Muslim woman's 
character. This character is completely different than the common char- 
acter of women in today's unbelieving societies, where they usually 
share a common socially acceptable character handed down from their 
ancestors. In these societies, men and women are expected to conform to 
very different sets of character traits, for men's ideals, worldview, 
lifestyle, and evaluation of events are believed to be different from those 
of women. 

According to the Qur'an, however, men and women have the same 
responsibilities and characters, for Allah refers to an ideal Muslim charac- 
ter. He defines the Islamic character in the following verse: 

Men and women who are Muslims, men and women who are believers, 

men and women who are obedient, men and women who are truthful, 

men and women who are steadfast, men and women who are humble, 
men and women who give charity, men and women who fast, men and 
women who guard their chastity, men and women who remember Allah 
much: Allah has prepared forgiveness for them and an immense reward. 


(Surat al-Ahzab: 35) 


As this verse shows, each person's character is not determined by 


his or her society's values or continuing traditions, but by the ideal 


We have sent down Clear Signs to 
you, as well as the example of those 
who passed away before you and 
an admonition for those 
who guard against evil. 
(Suratian-Nure34) 
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ccording to historical sources, Allah 
honored Maryam, who lived approxi- 
mately two millennia ago, with the birth 
of Prophet 'Isa (as). She was one of the 
chosen women on Earth as wellasinthe 4% 
Hereafter. Born in Roman-occupied 
Palestine, she was a Jewess and lived in 54 


the Jewish community. 
Idolatry was Rome's state religion. The Jews, once a na- 
--tion preferred by Allah "over all other beings" (Surat al- 


Baqara: 47), had altered His religion, adopted false beliefs, 
rebelled against Allah's commands, and were no longer 
grateful for His gifts to them. Some of them even murdered 
the Prophets sent to them by the grace of Allah, because they 
‘ 1' did not like the commands that these exalted men conveyed. 
Gf The Qur'an reveals their transgressions: 

We made a covenant with the tribe of Israel and sent 
Messengers to them. Each time a Messenger came to them 
with something their lower selves did not desire, they de- 


nied some and they murdered others. (Surat al-Ma'ida: 70) 


Maryam was born at a chaotic time, when the Jews' on- 
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ly hope was their expected Messiah (savior). Unknown to her, Allah had 
already determined to choose and raise her for this holy duty. She was 
central to the Israelites' expectations, for she would give birth to Prophet 
Isa (as), whom He compliments in the following terms: "His name is the 
Messiah, 'Isa, son of Maryam, of high esteem in this world and the 
Hereafter, and one of those brought near. He will speak to people in 
the cradle and when fully grown, and will be one of the believers" 
(Surah Al ‘Imran: 45-46). 

Allah chose Maryam to represent morality and true religion among 
her people, who had left the true religion and embraced superstitions 
and idle speculation. Allah reveals many aspects of her life, among them 
her birth and family, the birth of Prophet 'Isa (as), her superior character, 


and how she resisted her society's slanders and accusations. 


Allah reveals that "Allah chose Adam and Nuh, and the family of 
Ibrahim and the family of 'Imran, over all other beings—descendants 
one of the other..." (Surah Al ‘Imran: 33-34). In other words, 
‘Imran's family descended from the Prophets Adam (as), 
Nuh (as), and Ibrahim (as), and they were exalted 
people. One of these chosen people was 


Maryam, whose family sincerely be- 


lieved in 


Allah, respect- 

ed the limits that ’ 

He has established for | ~~ oe 
humanity, and always ’ , 
sought and trusted Him. MA ff 


Maryans Birth 
When “Imran's wife, a sincere believer, found out that she was preg- 
nant with Maryam, she immediately prayed to Allah. She praised Him 
and promised that she would dedicate her child to Him. When she gave 


birth to a girl, she named her Maryam, which means to abide, in other 


words someone who incessantly worships Allah. Allah reveals her prayer in j i 
the following verse: \ f 
Remember when the wife of 'Imran said: "My Lord, I have vowed to You — Ly 
whatever is in my womb, to be devoted [to Your service]. Please accept it Wy ; 
from me. You are the All-Hearing, the All-Knowing." When she gave j j 
birth, she said: "My Lord! I have given birth to a girl"—and Allah knew KL 
very well what she had given birth to, male and female are not the ae i rn 
same—"and I have named her Maryam and placed her and her children Ye i 
in Your safekeeping from Satan, the accursed." (Surah Al 'Imran: 35-36) A , 
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The Arabic word muharreren, translated here as devoted [to Your ser- 
vice], means "preoccupied only with the Hereafter and having no inter- 
est in the world, in the service of Allah's temple, worshipping in great 
devotion, one whose worship is not tainted by worldly aims."! 

True freedom can be attained only by serving Allah, surrendering to 
Him, and freeing oneself from all service to any other beings or values. 
This is what 'Imran's wife prayed for when dedicating Maryam to Allah, 
for she wished her daughter to be someone who served only Allah and 
who did not seek her people's or society's acceptance. 

Right after Maryam's birth, her mother turned toward Allah, 
sought His good pleasure, and asked Him to protect Maryam, as well as 
her children, from Satan's evil. Allah accepted this wholehearted prayer 
"and made her [Maryam] grow in health and beauty" (Surah Al ‘Imran: 
37). In other words, Maryam received the best upbringing and the most 
superior character. 

Maryam's mother's wholehearted faith in Allah, acceptance of only 
Allah as her mentor, constant turning toward Him, and her genuine sur- 
render to Him are very important examples upon which all believers 
should reflect. 


Allah Commissions Prophet Lakarigya (as) with 


Allah gave Prophet Zakariyya (as) sincere faith and exalted him, and 
guided him to the righteous path. Allah compliments him and points out 


his devotion, his proper fear and respect of Him, and his superior charac- 


ter: 
And Zakariyya, Yahya, 'Isa, and Ilyas. All of them were among the believ- 
ers. And Isma'il, al-Yasa', Yunus, and Lut. All of them We favored over all 
beings. And some of their forebears, descendants, and brothers; We chose 
them and guided them to a straight path. (Surat al An'am: 85-87) 
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The Qur'an reveals that Allah made Prophet Zakariyya (as) respon- 
sible for educating Maryam. He fulfilled this trust, witnessed the many 
miracles in her life, and noticed that she was favored over all other peo- 
ple. He saw how Allah's grace supported her and met all of her needs. 
For example: 

And Zakariyya became her guardian. Every time Zakariyya visited her 

in the sanctuary, he found food with her. He asked: "Maryam, how did 

you come by this?" She said: "It is from Allah. Allah provides for who- 

ever He wills without any reckoning." (Surah Al "Imran: 37) 

Maryam’'s answer to his question testifies to Allah's grace and prov- 


idence. 


Allsh Preferred Maryam over All Sthen Women 


Maryam was a most devout Muslim who genuinely dedicated her- 
self to our Lord, praised His name, and turned toward Him in prayer 
constantly throughout her life. Just as Allah chose 'Imran's family above 


all others, He chose Maryam and ensured that she would be educated in 


the best manner, purified from all wickedness, and preferred above all 


other women. Allah relates her superiority: 


And when the angels said: "Maryam, Allah has chosen you and purified 
you. He has chosen you over all other women. Maryam, obey your Lord 


and prostrate and bow with those who bow." (Surah Al 'Imran: 42-43) 


Maryans Exemplary Chastity 
Maryam, like the rest of her family, was known among her people 


for her devotion to Allah as well as her religiosity, chastity, and sincerity. 


Allah speaks of her as someone obedient to Him. 
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Giovanni Bellini's "Madonna 
with Saints" painting, 1505. It is 
on display in the St. Zaccaria 
church in Venice. This altar 
painting, oil on wood, measures 
402 x 273 cm. It was later on 
transferred onto canvas. 
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And Maryam, the daughter of ‘Imran, who guarded her chastity—We 
breathed Our Spirit into her. She confirmed the Words of her Lord and 
His Book, and was one of the obedient. (Surat at-Tahrim: 12) 


... and she who guarded her chastity. We breathed into her some of Our 
Spirit and made her and her son a Sign for all the worlds. (Surat al- 
Anbiya': 91) 


Maryam Meets Jibrl 

Maryam experienced many miracles throughout her life. One of 
these was her meeting with Jibril. Once, when she left her family and so- 
ciety and went toward the east, she met Jibril, who appeared to her in the 
form of a well-built man: 

Mention Maryam in the Book, how she withdrew from her people to an 

eastern place and concealed herself from them. Then We sent Our Spirit 

to her, and it took on for her the form of a handsome, well-built man. 

(Surah Maryam: 16-17) 

Not knowing who this man was, she sought refuge with Allah and 
told him that she held Allah in the utmost fear and respect: "She said: 'I 
seek refuge from you with the All-Merciful, [leave me] if you have 
fear [and respect] of Allah" (Surah Maryam: 18). Her words clearly 
demonstrate her complete trust in Allah, as well as the importance she 
placed upon chastity and devotion to Allah. Her words not only ex- 
pressed all of this, but also called upon this unknown man to have fear \ 
and respect of Allah. 

Jibril introduced himself with the following words: "I am only your 
Lord's messenger [an angel] so that He can give you a pure boy" (Surah 


Maryam: 19). As the Qur'an recounts: 
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When the angels said: "Maryam, your Lord gives you good news of a 


Word from Him. His name is the Messiah, 'Isa, son of Maryam, of high 


esteem in this world and the Hereafter, and one of those brought near." 
(Surah Al 'Imran: 45) 


Maryam replied: "How can I have a boy when no man has touched 


Lorenzo Loito's painting, "Madonna and Child with St.s Peter, Christine, Liberale, 
and Jerome," 1505-06, depicts Maryam and the saints. It is on display in the Church 
of Santa Cristina, Treviso, ltaly.This oil painting on wood measures 177 x 162 cm. 


me and I am not an unchaste woman?" (Surah Maryam: 20), thereby in- 
dicating her chastity. Jibril told her that: 
He [Jibril] said: "It will be so." Allah creates whatever He wills. When He 
decides on something, He just says to it, "Be!" and it is. (Surah Al "Imran: 
47) 


He said: "It will be so." Your Lord says: "That is easy for Me. It is so that 

We can make him a Sign for humanity and a mercy from Us. It is a mat- 

ter already decreed." So she conceived him and withdrew with him to a 

distant place. (Surah Maryam: 21-22) 

By Allah's will, Maryam became pregnant with Prophet 'Isa (as) 
and yet remained a virgin. Her pregnancy was independent of this 
world's usual cause-and-effect relationship. The circumstances of his 


conception were among the features of Prophet 'Isa's (as) miracles. 


Maryans Withdrawal 

Allah reveals "So she conceived him and withdrew with him to a 
distant place" (Surah Maryam: 22). In this distant place to which she re- 
treated, Allah supported her with His grace and protection and met all of 
her material and psychological needs during her pregnancy. 

No doubt, Maryam withdrew from her society for many reasons. For 
example, Allah removed her from her people's criticism, for they could not 
understand her miraculous situation. This also enabled her to spend this 
period in a state of contentment and peace. Later on, by another miracle, 
Allah revealed her miraculous circumstances, refuted all of the accusations 


and slanders directed toward her, and restored her impeccable reputation. 


Prophet tsa's (as) Birth and Alahs Support of Maryam 


Allah fully supported Maryam throughout her pregnancy. It is very 


difficult for a woman to give birth, a potentially life-threatening experi- 


Maryam: 4a Exemplary Muslim Woman 
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ence, all alone, without medical equipment or a midwife's assistance. 
Nevertheless, Maryam overcame all of these difficulties by placing her 
complete trust in Allah. Allah helped her with revelations while she was 
struggling toward a date tree in the full throes of labor pains. Allah told 
her not to grieve, that He had placed a stream at her feet, and that she 
should shake the date tree in order to get freshly ripe dates to eat. He al- 
so told her to drink and to delight her eyes. As a result, she gave birth in 


the best possible circumstances. Allah reveals her situation: 


The pains of labor drove her to the trunk of 
a date-palm. She exclaimed: "Oh, if only I 
had died before this time and was some- 
thing discarded and forgotten!" A voice 
called out to her from under her: "Do not 


grieve. Your Lord has placed a small stream 


at your feet. Shake the trunk of the palm to- 


ward you, and fresh, ripe dates will drop down to you. Eat and drink, 

and delight your eyes. If you should see anyone at all, just say: 'I have 

made a vow of abstinence to the All-Merciful, and [so] today I will not 

speak to any human being." (Surah Maryam: 23-26) 

Allah's grace and protection was clearly visible in this situation. In 
fact, His advice to her has been confirmed by modern science. We now 


analyze this advice in some detail. 
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As stated earlier, Maryam withdrew from her society so that she could bP. 
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wf te Allah told her not to grieve and bestowed His grace and protection x (Ls 
peat upon her. No doubt, there was much wisdom in this advice, just as there why al 
i" was in Maryam's withdrawal to a distant place. Muslims must not sur- Ar A 
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| 4 i render to sadness; rather, they are to trust in Allah and feel the peace of \ i 
yi * mind that comes with knowing that Allah will always help them. = \e df 
NY This attitude, which is required of all believers, has been confirmed Wy 
SF by modern medicine, for doctors tell women, both during their preg- i oi 
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Allah advised Maryam to eat freshly ripened dates. Today, such 
dates are considered to be food and medicine. Scientists now know that 
dates contain more than ten substances considered essential for the hu- 
man body's well-being and continuing health. 

Dates contain plenty of the easily digested and absorbed sugars 

that give the human body its energy for heat and movement. More im- 
portantly, these sugars are of the fructose type and not of the glucose 
type, which quickly raises the blood-sugar levels. Dates provide energy, 
help muscle tissues and nerve cells develop, and are especially beneficial 
for people weakened by illness or those suffering from ex- 
haustion, because of their high caloric value. For example, 
100 grams of dates contain 1.5 grams of protein and 50 
grams of carbohydrates. In addition, their caloric value is 
225 kcal. Fresh dates have a 60-65 percent sugar content 
and a 2 percent protein content. 

Modern medical findings suggest that dates benefit 
women who are almost ready to give birth. Doctors 
now advise pregnant women to take fructose- 
containing foods on their due dates, for Cc ' 
such foods provide energy used by the 
weakened body to revitalize itself, 
have a trigger effect on the milk 


hormones and thus help the 


woman's body produce milk, 


and also increase the vol- 
ume of that milk. 

This informa- 
tion reveals some of 


the wisdom inher- 
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ai! stream created by Allah and His advice 
Wachee for her to eat and drink. Now, scientists 
meh ry A inform us that people can survive on 
iy ‘of dates and water for years, because they 
- mii contain all of the necessary essentials for 
th iY J human life.” In fact, one renowned expert 
bey 7 on the subject, V. H. W. Dowson, suggests 
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is Dates contain various vitamins (e.g., 
‘, WA A, beta-carotene, B1, B2, B3, and B6) and 
sal minerals, (e.g., sodium, potassium, calci- 
SA) / um, magnesium, fiber, iron, sulphur, 
. td / phosphorus, and chlorine) and are also 
hs Sf rich in fiber, fats, and proteins. Some of 

bia be _ the ensuing benefits are as follows: 
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Any blessing you have is from Allah. 
Then when harm touches you, 
you cry to Him for help. 
(Surat an-Nahl, 53) 


Iron controls the red blood cells' synthesis of hemoglobin, which 
prevents anemia during pregnancy and also regulates the blood's RBC 
balance, which is so crucial for the baby's development. Due to its high 
iron content, one-and-a-half dates can meet the body's total iron require- 
ment and thus prevent all complaints caused by a lack of iron. 

Calcium and phosphorus are very important elements in developing 
and balancing the skeleton and the bone structures. Dates protect the 
body from anemia and weak bones, and thus reduce the risk of such ill- 
nesses with their high nutritional value and high phosphorus, calcium, 
and iron content. 

Scientists point out that dates can reduce stress and tension levels. 
Research done at Berkeley University revealed that dates are rich in vit- 
amin B1 (the "nerve vitamin") and magnesium (essential for muscle 
functions), both of which are essential for a strong nervous system. 
Magnesium is also very important for the kidneys, and two or three dates 
per day are enough to meet all of the human body's magnesium re- 
quirements.! 

Dates also contain folic acid (vitamin B9), which is essential for preg- 
nant women, due to its important role in forming new blood cells, pro- 
ducing amino acids, and developing new cells. As a result, a pregnant 
woman needs double the usual daily amount of folic acid. If the body's 
folic acid levels fall below the required amount, bigger but less func- 
tional red blood cells are formed and anemia occurs. 


Folic acid, which is crucial to developing the cell's genetic makeup 


and division, is the only substance that must be doubled during preg- 


nancy. Dates are very rich in folic acid. 
During pregnancy, a woman's daily vitamin A requirement increas- 
es to 800 ug. Dates are very rich in the foremost vitamin A: beta-carotene.° 
Most other fruits are protein-poor, but dates have good protein con- 


tent.® 


Allah's advice to Maryam to 
eat dates could be an indi- 
cation to their beneficial vi- 
tamins and minerals. 
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Oxytocin is used in modern medicine to accelerate 
labor and is often referred as "rapid birth." It also increas- 
es the level of milk production following birth.’ 

Our Prophet (saas) pointed out the benefits of dates 
in the following hadith: A family that has dates will not be 
hungry.® This is a piece of very good advice. 

All of our current information on dates reveals 
Allah's infinite wisdom and grace upon Maryam, who, 
inspired by Allah, satisfied all of her nutritional needs by 
eating dates and thereby eased her child's birth. (Allah 


knows best.) 


Aah, Crates a Stream 

Allah told Maryam that He had placed a stream by 
her feet to eat, drink, and delight her eyes. 

Water, like dates, eases labor pains and regulates 
muscle tension. In fact, some modern birth clinics have 
pools in which the delivery takes place. 

Water, which is necessary for life and one's physical 
well-being, plays an important role in regulating the 
body's temperature, transporting nutritional elements 
and oxygen, and removing waste matter from the body's 
cells. It also ensures the healthy movement of joints, skin 
moisture and elasticity, the digestive system, and protects 
tissues and organs. Water is becoming more widely used 
in therapy by the day. Contact with water stimulates the 
immune system, increases anti-stress hormone produc- 
tion, reduces pain, and stimulates blood circulation and 


metabolism.’ 
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Water is important during pregnancy for several reasons. At that 


time, water intake is especially necessary because the volume of blood 
increases and because of the developing baby's needs. Women who 
choose to breast-feed need plenty of water to produce the necessary 
amount of milk. Considering that 87 percent of this milk is water, we can 
see how important this production is. 

Water also maintains the electrolyte balances in the blood of the 
mother and the child. Hormones released during pregnancy alter the 
way various body fluids are used. Toward the end of the woman's preg- 
nancy, blood volume increases 150 percent, and the loss of water through 
breathing is much greater. The amnion fluid, in which the baby grows, is 


renewed every three hours. However, it can decrease, as in the case of 
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dehydration caused by insufficient water intake. MW 


Dehydration during pregnancy also can cause premature labor. ‘ 
Some hormones released in such situations imitate the hormones that 


trigger labor pains. Cases in which premature birth is a significant risk 


are treated by giving fluids through the veins, a procedure that high- 
lights the importance of water intake. Such premature tensions are often 
cured by this fluid therapy. ‘ 

Water also forms the human body's transport system. Via the blood- 
stream, it carries food and oxygen to the embryo and helps prevent some 
common infections that can cause miscarriage or premature labor and 


birth. Sufficient water intake reduces the risks of such infections. !° 
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Doctors inform their patients that their water requirement increases by 
50 percent during pregnancy. If the water intake is insufficient, the body 
reduces the quantity of some fluids, which, in turn, causes various com- 
plaints." 

Modern science shows once more the wisdom in Allah's creation of 
the stream for Maryam and His advice to eat dates and drink water. All 


; e* this is evidence of Allah's infinite knowledge. 


¥ ail has the Date Tree 


P eae tells Maryam to shake the date tree toward her when she was 
weg toward it in her labor pains. (Surah Maryam: 25) 

Doctors say that pulling something toward oneself during labor can 

have a positive effect on the muscles. In order to ease labor pains and 

all . help bring about a safe delivery, women are advised to do certain exer- 

cises that reduce pressure in the body and, therefore, the risk of compli- 

cations during delivery. They are also thought to quicken the process of 


giving birth.’ 


Remember when Allah said: 
"Isa, son of Maryam, 
remember r My, mth aou 


ap fo Sh 


Doctors suggest that in the second stage of labor, the woman's head 
should be slightly raised to take advantage of gravity. Thus, hospital de- NY 
i) livery rooms have beds with suitably placed handles and footrests that 7 
or enable pregnant women to give birth in the most comfortable position. 
Le Other practitioners advise their patients to squat or sit on specially 4 
AW 4 adapted birth chairs. Before recent technological developments, some 
M birth rooms featured a rope hanging from the ceiling, which the expec- le 
‘ye tant mother was to use to try and pull herself up, thus helping the birth \ F 
es process. All of these methods are theoretically and logically helpful.’ 1 

NO Perhaps this is why Allah told Maryam to pull and shake the date tree. ee, 
eae (Allah knows best.) sl ed 
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uy , Maryam Returns te : ay 
Nf Her Community Agr 
. When Maryam returned with Prophet ‘Isa (as), her people could not 
comprehend Allah's miracle. Thus, they accused her of indecency and 


slandered her, even though they knew that she, being a member of 
'Imran's family, was devout, held Allah in great fear and respect, had an | 7 
immaculate character, and always protected 

her modesty. Allah reveals some of these 


slanders: 
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She brought him to her people, carry- 

ing him. They exclaimed: "Maryam! 

You have done an unthinkable thing! 

Sister of Harun, your father was not 

an evil man nor was your mother an 

unchaste woman!" (Surah Maryam: 

27-28) 

No doubt, this was a trial for 
Maryam, for she had to face such accu- 
sations despite being a chaste woman 
who held Allah in the greatest respect 
and awe. These people ignored her im- 
peccable character and honorable con- 
duct, despite her own reputation and 
that of her family, and so, as always, she 
turned toward Allah, and trusted in 
Him, knowing that He would defend 


her in the best possible way. 


Mery am's Vaw of iene 


Allah, Who always answered her 


prayers with generosity and compas- 
sion, gave her inner peace during this 
trial. Knowing that Allah would exoner- 
ate her completely, Allah inspired her to 
make a vow: "If you should see anyone 
at all, just say: 'I have made a vow of 
abstinence to the All-Merciful, and to- 


day I will not speak to any human be- 


ing" (Surah Maryam: 26). This is what she told her people. 

After this, she only pointed to Prophet 'Isa (as), about whom Allah 
said through Jibril: "He will speak to people in the cradle and when 
fully grown, and will be one of the believers" (Surah Al 'Imran: 46), 


when people confronted and slandered her. 


Allah showed her people a great miracle by enabling Prophet 'Isa 


(as) to speak while he was still a baby in the cradle. Through his words, 
Allah exonerated his mother Maryam and also introduced Prophet 'Isa 
(as) as one of His Prophets sent to the Israelites: 

She pointed toward him. They asked: "How can a baby in the cradle 

speak?" He ['Isa] said: "I am the servant of Allah. He has given me the 

Book and made me a Prophet. He has made me blessed wherever I am, 

directed me to perform prayer and give alms [zakat] as long as I live, and 

to show devotion to my mother. He has not made me insolent or arro- 
gant. Peace be upon me the day I was born and the day I die, and the day 

I am raised up again alive." That is 'Isa, son of Maryam, the Word of 

Truth about which they are in doubt. (Surah Maryam: 29-34) 

This miracle amazed Maryam's people. By saying: "... and she who 
guarded her chastity. We breathed into her some of Our Spirit and 
made her and her son a Sign for all the worlds" (Surat al-Anbiya’': 91), 
Allah made both of them superior to all other people. Maryam's superi- 
or character, honor, and purity were revealed through this speech, and 
those who had slandered her were defeated. 

By saying: "And We made the son of Maryam and his mother a 
Sign and gave them shelter on a mountainside where there was a 
meadow and a flowing spring" (Surat al-Mu'minun: 50), He reveals that 
Prophet 'Isa (as) and Maryam continued to live under His grace after 


these events. 
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These miracles showed the Israelites that Allah had made Maryam 


and Prophet 'Isa (as) superior to other people. In fact, Allah reveals that 


those who continued to slander Maryam would be punished severely: 


Gentile da Fabriano's painting in the 

gothic style, depicts Maryam (1423). 

The altarpiece was commissioned by 
the Strozzi family for the Church of 
Santa Trinita in Florence. 


And on account of their unbelief, their utterance of a monstrous slander 


against Maryam, and their saying: "We killed the Messiah, 'Isa, son of 


Maryam, Messenger of Allah." They did not kill him and they did not 
crucify him, but it was made to seem so to them. Those who argue about 
him are in doubt about it. They have no real knowledge of it, just con- 
jecture. But they certainly did not kill him. (Surat an-Nisa': 156-57) 


Meryam's Siyzerior Character: 
Maryam is a role model for all Muslim women because she main- 
tained her impeccable character throughout her life. Allah raised her like 


a lovely plant, to use the Qur'an's expression, and gave her a very impor- 


Their Lord gives them the good 
news of His mercy and good pleasure 
and Gardens where. they will 
enjoy everlasting delight. 
(Surat at-Tawba, 21) 


es made her one person in this lineage of the most devout and faithful peo- 
ey ple, and had her raised by these virtuous people. 
MA He then gave her the character of a chosen and superior Prophet by 
entrusting her education to Prophet Zakariyya (as). When she reached 
MI V6 this level of maturity, Allah began to show her His miracles, and she 
if clearly saw His grace, protection, and mercy upon herself. One example 
i i 2 of this support and grace was that she found food on the altar whenev- 
wv j er she worshipped Him. Later on, Allah introduced her to Jibril, who 
NY told her about Allah's grace on her with his own words. 
he Maryam demonstrated her genuine devotion and loyalty to Allah 
} r through her impeccable virtue and behavior. She 
also expressed her profound and 
genuine devotion to Him 
through her determina- 


tion, devotion, and un- 


conditional surrender 
to His will. 

Being alone in mo- 
ments of great diffi- 
culty was a great trial 
for her, because she 
had no one to help, 
support, or guide her. 
Usually, lonely peo- 
ple surrender to help- 
lessness and sadness. 
But Maryam did not, 


Cima da Conegliano's 
painting, 1509-10. lt is on 
display in the Church of 
the Carmini, Venice, ltaly. 


for she placed all of her hope and trust only in Allah. 

She constantly sought His help and knew that she only needed to 
obey Him and follow His guidance. She never gave in to hopelessness 
and depression, no matter how difficult the trial, because she had sur- 
rendered wholeheartedly to Allah in the knowledge that He would turn 
all adversities into good and end the hardship in the best manner. And 
with every difficulty, Allah gave her a solution, supported her with His 
grace and help, and turned all hardships into goodness and beauty. 

Her inexperience was also an important aspect of her trial. She be- 
came pregnant and delivered her child all alone. Totally alone and igno- 
rant of what to do, she resisted pessimism and displayed her great 
strength, willpower, and determination. In addition, she had the peace 
of mind characteristic of those who know that Allah supports them with 
the most perfect gifts. Thus He eased her burden and helped her to suc- 
ceed. 

Another sign of Maryam's superior character was the patience she 
showed while fulfilling her difficult responsibilities. Her unbelieving 


people tried her patience by failing to grasp her superior and honorable 


position, viewing her according to their own misguided knowledge, and 


accusing her of things that she had not done. Here, too, she showed her 
patience and complete faith in Allah. She did not compromise her 
strength, willpower, and integrity, knowing full well that Allah controls 
everything and thus would exonerate her. 

Another noticeable character trait was her total lack of interest in 
winning her people's acceptance. She had surrendered to Allah with a 
pure faith, and was therefore unaffected by their accusations and com- 
ments. Given her faith and devotion, all she strove to do was to behave 
in the way that would earn Allah's good pleasure. As a result, Allah re- 


warded her with His grace. 
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There are two ways of conveying one's good charac- 4 ey, 
ter to others: through words and through moral behavior. wh al 
The second way is far more effective and valuable, for it is uy : 

the genuine way and cannot be imitated. One's life and be- \ : f } 
havior can reflect one's belief only if it is genuinely alive in * (Zs 
one's heart. ‘ Ww e" 
Maryam displayed this superior morality and became Ae Ay 
a role model and a living invitation to religion through her \ y i 
faith, behavior, and character. Her genuine call is answered = re , 
in the best possible way, Allah willing. The believers’ faith Ky? 
sb fe 


continues to deepen as they follow Maryam's example and 


; try to emulate her character. 


rophet ‘Isa (as), one of Allah's chosen 
people in this life and in the Hereafter, 
was given the responsibility of calling 
his people to the right path. Allah por- 
trays him as a person who was very dif- 
ferent from the people he met during 
his life. For example, he was born with- 


out a father, his mother Maryam had 


been told by His angels that he would 

be his people's Messiah, and had many other unique quali- 

ties. One of these is mentioned in the Qur'an: 
The Messiah, 'Isa son of Maryam, was only the Messenger of 

TT Allah and His Word, which He cast into Maryam, and a 

Spirit from Him. (Surat an-Nisa': 171) 

- When the angels said: "Maryam, your Lord gives you good 
news of a Word from Him. His name is the Messiah, 'Isa son 
of Maryam, of high esteem in this world and the Hereafter, 
and one of those brought near." (Surah Al Imran: 45) 

The expression Word of Allah is used only for Prophet 

‘Isa (as). Allah revealed his name, 'Isa Messiah, before he 


was born and said that he was a Word from Him. This is just 
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one indication that he was different from allof 4 Vd 


his contemporaries. wy i“ 
Only the Qur'an, which Allah has ‘er 
promised to keep intact and unaltered until \ ! 
the Day of Judgment, gives us accurate 4 oA 
information about Prophet 'Isa (as). And, YS Ife 
in contrast to the New Testament, the is 
| 


Qur'an states that Prophet 'Isa (as) was not cru- \ 
cified. Rather, he was raised to the heavens by ®™ 
Allah and will return in the End Times, the era he? 


preceding the Day of Judgment. Many hadiths fie 
testify to these facts. \ if | 
We will now examine these facts in some WY 

y ie 

detail. her 


Da (as) Was Hot Cucesfed WY 


The Roman soldiers and Jewish priests we: e 
who were responsible for arresting Prophet 'Isa ia 
(as) claimed that he was crucified and died on Hf , 
the cross. All Christians accept these core be- > \r a 
liefs, as well as the belief that he was resurrect- We 
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ed and then ascended to the heavens. However, the Qur'an provides a 
quite different account: 

.. and their saying: "We killed the Messiah, 'Isa son of Maryam, 
Messenger of Allah." They did not kill him and they did not crucify him, 
but it was made to seem so to them. Those who argue about him are in 
doubt about it. They have no real knowledge of it, just conjecture. But 
they certainly did not kill him. (Surat an-Nisa': 157) 

Allah raised him [Isa] up to Himself. Allah is Almighty, All-Wise. 

(Surat an-Nisa': 158) 

The expression was made to seem so reveals that Prophet 'Isa (as) was 
not killed, but rather raised to the heavens. Allah states that those who 
say otherwise have no knowledge of the truth. The people saw someone 


who looked like Prophet “Isa (as) die, while, in reality, Prophet 'Isa (as) 


ascended to the heavens. 


An analysis of the words used to narrate the Prophets' deaths and 
those used to narrate the attempt on Prophet 'Isa's (as) life reveal an im- 
portant fact. In the first case, the Qur'an uses gatala (to kill), maata (to 
die), halaka (to perish), salaba (to crucify), and a few other specific words. 
The Qur'an is very clear and specific about the fact that "They did not 
kill him [wa ma qataloohu] and did not crucify him [wa ma sala- 
boohu]." People were shown a likeness of Prophet 'Isa (as), who in fact, 
was taken back by Allah and raised to the heavens: 

When Allah said: "Isa, I will take you back [mutawaffeekal], raise you up 

[wa raafi'uka] to Me, and purify you of those who disbelieve. And I will 

place the people who follow you above those who disbelieve until the 

Day of Resurrection." (Surah Al 'Imran: 55) 

In other words, Prophet 'Isa (as) did not experience a normal death. 


The word tawaffa in the above verse is used in the following ways: 


painting from 1573. It is on display in Venicg s 
Accademia Museum. This picture from the Italian 


Renaissance depicts Prophet ‘Isa (as) and the 


i Veronese's "Feast in the House of Levi," an oil 
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[Isa said], I said to them nothing but what 
You ordered me to say: "Worship Allah, my 
Lord and your Lord." I was a witness against 
them as long as I remained among them. But 
when You took me back to You [tawaffa], You 
were the One watching over them. You are 
Witness of all things. (Surat al-Ma'ida: 117) 
The expression used here comes from the 
Arabic word tawaffa, which means the act of 
taking the self back, either in sleep, or death or, as 
in the case of 'Isa being taken back to Allah's 
presence, not killing or death. This word is also 
used in another verse to describe the taking back 
of a person while he or she is asleep: 

It is He Who takes you back to Himself 
[yatawaffaakum] at night, while knowing the 
things you perpetrate by day, and then wakes 
you up again, so that a specified term may be 
fulfilled. (Surat al-An'am: 60) 

Allah states that Prophet 'Isa (as) was not 
killed or hanged, that people were shown a 
likeness of him, that He took him back (as hap- 
pens during sleep), and raised him to the heav- 


ens. For all other Prophets, such words as gata- 


fat ee 
ca a 
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la or mawt (death), are used. Thus, we can con- 
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what is the Kiéwer 0 of the ‘Unseen 
and the Visible, the Almighty, 
‘the Most Merciful. 
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that he did not experience death as we know it, and that he has left our 


dimension. (Allah knows best.) 


Prophet ‘Las las) Return 


Many verses refer to Prophet 'Isa's (as) second coming. Following 
are some of them: 

1) When Allah said: Isa, I will take you back, raise you up to Me, and 

purify you of those who do not believe. And I will place the people who 

follow you above those who do not believe until the Day of Resurrection. 

Then you will all return to Me, and I will judge between you regarding 

the things about which you differed." (Surah Al "Imran: 55) 

This verse mentions a people who are followers of Prophet 'Isa (as) 
and who will be above the unbelievers until the Day of Resurrection. 
Accordingly, there will be people who follow him until the Day of 
Judgment. Looking at present-day Christians, we see that the core of 
their religion has been tampered with and is not the same faith preached 
by Prophet 'Isa (as). For example, they claim that he is Allah's son (Allah 
forbid) and part of a Trinity (the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit). 
Therefore, by transgressing the limits that Allah established for human- 
ity, today's Christians are far from Allah's true religion and cannot be 
considered as Prophet 'Isa's (as) followers. The Qur'an states emphati- 
cally that those who believe in the Trinity are unbelievers: 

Those who say that Allah is the third of three are unbelievers. There is 

no deity but Allah, [Who is] One. (Surat al-Ma'ida: 73) 

Therefore, those people who follow Prophet ‘Isa (as) must appear 
on his second coming to Earth, and they will be raised above the unbe- 
lievers until the Day of Judgment. 

2) There is not one of the People of the Book who will not believe in him 

before he dies; and on the Day of Resurrection he will be a witness 


against them. (Surat an-Nisa': 159) 
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The him here stands for Prophet 'Isa (as), as the next verses make 
clear: 

. and their saying: "We killed the Messiah, 'Isa son of Maryam, 
Messenger of Allah." They did not kill him and they did not crucify him, 
but it was made to seem so to them. Those who argue about him are in 

doubt about it. They have no real knowledge of it, just conjecture. But 

they certainly did not kill him. Allah raised him up to Himself. Allah 
is Almighty, All-Wise. (Surat an-Nisa': 157-158) 

Some scholars interpret before he dies as meaning before 
the death of the People of the Book (Jews and Christians). In 
this case, every Jew and Christian would believe in Prophet 
Isa (as) before he or she dies. But during Prophet “Isa's (as) 
lifetime, the vast majority of the region's Jews refused to be- 
lieve in him, and some of them even attempted to kill him. 

| F As for those Jews and Christians who lived after Prophet 

| a ‘Isa (as) was raised to His presence, they cannot be called 

tf his followers for they do not meet the Qur'anic definition 
of faith and belief. 

The expression on the Day of Resurrection 

he will be a witness against them, indi- 

" cates again that Prophet 'Isa (as) 


X will come again. These verses 


“4 
| \ = 
“ei bh conclusively indicate that all 
People of the Book will believe 
before Prophet 'Isa (as) dies. 
The verse refers to the 
om future, because it 
7 : | 
J 
—— 
——— = a 
‘ - ——t—:s 


a 


-_ = 
=———1" 
a = 


oe ee 
ay 


es 
“2 
—— 


a 


xs 
Se 
= re as i "i 


— 
ei a 
is 


i, 
= 


o- 


SS 


=a 


== 


speaks of Prophet 'Isa's (as) death. Then it mentions that all People of 
ie the Book will believe in him, something that has not happened yet. 
As we will see in detail in the coming chapters, the People of the 
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j Book will see and recognize him, as well as become his Muslim fol- 


lowers while he lives, and Prophet 'Isa (as) will testify about their 


Sa 
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4 conduct in the Hereafter. (Allah knows best.) 

\ 3) Other verses mention his return to Earth, such as those 
if given below: 
if ( When an example is made of the son of Maryam, your people " 
4 laugh uproariously. They retort: "Who is better, then, our 


deities or him?" They only say this to you for argument's_ | 
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sake. They are indeed a disputatious people. He is only a 
servant on whom We bestowed Our blessing and whom 


i 4 We made an example for the tribe of Israel. If We wished, 
a 
~ A We could appoint angels in exchange for you to succeed 
\ ' j you on Earth. (Surat az-Zukhruf: 57-60) 4 
1k 4 
a Qe Allah then refers to him by a specific title, a Sign ' , 
Wy of the Hour: b 
inde He is a Sign of the Hour. Have no doubt ( 
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tion. Thus, since his first life cannot be understood as a Sign of the Hour 
for the Day of Judgment, he will return during the End Times, the peri- 
od immediately preceding that Day. (Allah knows best.) 

4) Many other verses indicate this miraculous event. Among them 
are the following: 

When the angels said: "Maryam, your Lord gives you good news of a 

Word from Him. His name is the Messiah, 'Isa son of Maryam, of high 

esteem in this world and the Hereafter, and one of those brought near. 

He will speak to people in the cradle and also when fully grown, and 

will be one of the believers," she asked: "My Lord! How can I have a son 

when no man has ever touched me?" He said: "It will be so." Allah cre- 
ates whatever He wills. When He decides on something, He just says to 
it, "Be!" and it is. He will teach him the Book and Wisdom, and the Torah 

and the Gospel. (Surah Al 'Imran: 45-48) 

But what "Book" will He teach Prophet “Isa (as)? The Qur'an an- 
swers this question in the following verse, where the same expression is 
used: 

Remember when Allah said: "Isa son of Maryam, remember My bless- 

ing to you and to your mother when I reinforced you with the Purest 

Spirit so that you could speak to people in the cradle and when you were 

fully grown; and when I taught you the Book and Wisdom, and the 

Torah and the Gospel." (Surat al-Ma'ida: 110) 

When we examine the Book referred to in both verses, we realize 
that it indicates the Qur'an, the final revealed book sent to humanity. 


Earlier Books were the Torah and the Bible (the Psalms, revealed to 


Prophet Dawud (as), is contained within the Old Testament). Another 


verse uses Book instead of Qur‘an when listing it alongside the Torah and 


the Gospel: 


1... We nave sBhitiown the Book to ° if 

you making all'things clear, sabidy X 

guidance; mercy, and good | 
news for. the Muslims. 


(Surat an-Nahl,.89) 
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Allah, there is no deity but Him, the Living, the Self-Sustaining. He has 

sent down the Book to you with truth, confirming what was there before 

it. And He sent down the Torah and the Gospel ... (Surah Al 'Imran: 2-3) 

Thus, the third book being taught to Prophet 'Isa (as) is the Qur'an. 
Obviously, since he was raised to Allah's presence some 600 years before 
its revelation, he must come again. Our Prophet's (saas) hadiths reveal 
that Prophet 'Isa (as) will rule according to the Qur'an, not the Bible, 
when he returns. (For more information, see Harun Yahya, Signs of the 
Last Day [Istanbul: Global Publishing, 2003].) This interpretation fits the 
meaning of the verse. (Allah knows best.) 

5) In addition, "The likeness of 'Isa in Allah's sight is the same as 
Adam" (Surah Al Imran: 59) could also be foretelling Prophet 'Isa's (as) 
return. Scholars point out that both Prophets were created without a fa- 
ther: Prophet Adam (as) was created from soil by Allah's command Be!; 
Prophet 'Isa (as) was created without a father by the same Divine com- 
mand. Prophet Adam (as) was brought down from the heavens to Earth; 
perhaps Prophet 'Isa (as) will be brought down from His Presence in the 
End Times. (Allah knows best.) As we have seen, the verses indicating 
his return are very clear. Moreover, the Qur'an does not use any similar 
expressions for the other Prophets; they are only used for Prophet 'Isa 
(as). 

6) Another verse referring to Prophet 'Isa's (as) ascension is the fol- 
lowing: 

[Isa said:] Peace be upon me the day I was born and the day I die, and 

the day I am raised up again alive." (Surah Maryam: 33) 

This verse, when considered in conjunction with Surah Al ‘Imran: 
55, signals an important reality: Surah Al ‘Imran: 55 speaks of Prophet 
'Isa (as) as being taken back to Allah's presence and does not say that he 


has died or been killed. However, Surah Maryam: 33 refers to the day 
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Truly Allah has knowledge of 
the Hour, sends down abundant 
rain, and knows what is in the 
womb. No one knows what he 
or she will earn tomorrow,-and 
no.one knows in what land 
he or she will die: Allahyis 
All-Knowing, All-Aware. ® 
(Surah Luqman, 34) ie ‘? 
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7) Another piece of evidence is the \ ‘ [ / 
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righteous. (Surah Al 'Imran: 46) 
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these two verses and only with regard “i te 

to Prophet 'Isa (as), describes his (as) le 

adult life between the age 30 and 50. In ty 

other words, this represents a period \ ty 

when he is no longer a young man but Ww i 
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% yi sie They also suggest, basing their claim on a hadith narrated by Ibn 
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Na Abbas, that Prophet 'Isa (as) was raised to Allah's presence in his early 
a's 
ae 30s, that he will experience his old age by living for another 40 years af- 
Wah : A net 
| a [i ter his second coming, and that the above verse is proof for this miracu- 
. AW f lous event." 
S us The Qur'an uses this expression only in regard to Prophet ‘Isa (as) 
hy, ' ‘- because all of the other Prophets that we know about fulfilled their re- 
. Md? sponsibility of calling their people to belief after they had already 
‘ . n reached a mature age. In the case of Prophet 'Isa (as), however, it points 
b ra out a miraculous situation, because the expressions in the cradle and when 
the ae fully grown highlight the two miraculous times. 
t a if At-Tabari, in his work The Commentary of at-Tabari, explains these 
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These statements [Surat al-Ma'ida 110] indicate that in order to complete his tt iy 
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lifespan and speak to people when fully grown, 'Isa will come down from ‘aly : 
Heaven. That is because he was raised to Heaven when still young. This verse ' f 


[Surah Al 'Imran 46] provides evidence that 'Isa is living. The Ahl al-Sunnah 4)! 


share this view, because this verse states that he will speak to people when ful- : te 
ly grown. He will be able to grow fully only when he returns to Earth from % Wa) 
Heaven.!® i) 
The interpretations of kahlaan, like all the other information about . ; 1 if 
Prophet 'Isa (as), indicate his miraculous return to Earth in the End Times as x nA 
well as his efforts to direct people toward true religion. No doubt, this is i os 
great news for all believers, a gift and grace from Allah. Thus, believers are \ ut 


aie 
responsible for supporting and defending Prophet 'Isa (as) after his second Air 
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coming in the most appropriate manner and to live by the Qur'an's morali- Magia 
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power over all fringe 
(Surah Al ‘Imran, 189) 
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Il of the knowledge necessary for living a 
life that will earn Allah's good pleasure is 
contained in the Qur'an: the true nature 
of life on Earth, why humanity was cre- 
ated, how to live a fulfilled life, and the 
most appropriate system of morality. 
People who believe in this truth and live 
their lives accordingly will find true hap- 
piness here and in the Hereafter. 

Unbelieving societies, however, have no absolute truths 
or powers to guide their people. In fact, they do not know 
where most of their values came from, who discovered them, 
and when and why they became their society's social norms. 
These rules, which cannot be ascertained but are adopted by 


the community as a whole, were inherited from their ances- 


~ tors. In fact, all of an unbelieving society's values, ideals, and 


social foundations are based on tradition, also known as the 
way of the ancestors. Every person has a fixed place based up- 
on his or her social status, gender, beliefs, situation, and 
lifestyle. 
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ae f A woman's place is determined by these fixed criteria and the dom- 
al ie) 
J inant creeds. In some societies, women are thought to have a weaker 
ek: Wa soul than men, just because they are physically weaker. Surprisingly, 
Ri 


ae many people actually believe this lie due to the mistaken and clearly il- 
“Vy, logical idea that a woman's personality, morality, and ability are limited 


in direct proportion to her slighter body. For instance, various activities 
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are classified as a man’s job or a woman's job. Obviously, their different 
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physical strength and build have some impact upon what tasks they per- 


form. But in unbelieving societies, this distinction is based on a certain 


bigotry that ascribes to them a weakness in both intellect and talent. 
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Modern women, through their abilities and achievements, have 
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society still consider women to be incompetent in some respects or be- 


SN A) lieve that men, simply because they are men, can do a better job. 
: his Many people also mistakenly believe that women have a 
AMT weaker character than men. In unbelieving societies, itis tak- | 


whey je 
‘ t/ en for granted that women panic and lose control, whereas 


men remain cool and calm. Or, in a situation of adversity, 
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as women respond meekly. Girls are conditioned to con- 
form to this prejudice from early childhood. Families, 


which take great care to give their boys strength of 
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character, condition their girls with opposing character 


traits. In the face of trouble, boys are told that boys don’t 
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cry, behave like a man, be brave, don’t be scared like a little 
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girl, you are crying like a little girl. Girls are also told that 
they are different from boys and that they should be- 
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ties are limited to certain areas. As a consequence of this bigotry, most so- flee 
cieties still discriminate against women. This misguided view of women : iy ' 
‘ - 5 A as 1h 
has revealed itself in various ways. Especially in the past, women were iF 
subjected to barbaric behavior. For example, Allah reveals _ pik 
that girls were considered so worthless in some soci- stad 
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Ah 4 .. When the baby girl buried alive is asked for what crime she was 
‘ i Ba killed. (Surat at-Takwir: 8-9) 
sh: In other verses, Allah speaks of people whose faces turned angry 
i i upon learning that they had a new daughter and hid in embarrassment 
> 1 - from their people: 
Thy When one of them is given the good news of a baby girl, his face dark- 
ens and he is furious. He hides away from people because of the evil of 
i the good news he has been given. Should he keep her ignominiously or 
At 
ai 4 bury her in the ground? What an evil judgment they make! (Surat an- 
ay Nahl: 58-59) 
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Allah also reveals that such people considered their daughters to be ‘ ne - 
pretty things who were incapable of standing up for themselves: ws 
When any of them is given the good news of the very thing that he him- Me ys 
self has ascribed to the All-Merciful, his face darkens and he is furious. ' . . j 
"What! Someone brought up among pretty trinkets who cannot produce x, \r cf 
a cogent argument!" (Surat az-Zukhruf: 17-18) * ij 
Through His Prophets, Allah educated such people about the mis- 
taken nature of this prejudiced view. Thanks to the Prophets and the Ayr i 
spread of Islam among the people, this ignorant and disgraceful outlook mL 


has been greatly curbed. ‘ea, 


Allah reminds people that whatever they have comes from Him: 4 dp 


"The kingdom of the heavens and Earth belongs to Allah. He creates ‘weir: 
whatever He wills. He gives daughters to whoever He wills, and He Nor 
gives sons to whoever He wills, or He gives them both sons and ‘a | 
daughters. And He makes whoever He wills barren. Truly, He is All- NA 
Knowing, All-Powerful" (Surat ash-Shura: 49-50). Both girls and boys Wy hy 
are gifts from Allah for which people must be thankful. * fj} 
Throughout history, many societies have assumed such misguided \ AY 
attitude towards women. An important reality, however, must not be Ww 
overlooked: Unfortunately, the morality, behavior, and personality of KY? 
some women help to spread and justify this ignorant tradition by prov- ' " (tr 
ing it true. " dh 
Islam refutes this bigoted view by declaring that all Muslims, by XY Wy) 
which it means both men and women, have sharp minds, highly devel- * Ue 
oped faculties of comprehension, a great strength of character, and a su- ‘ "i ca 
perior sense of morality. Maryam and Pharaoh's wife are excellent ex- mn Ve); 
amples of this truth. we 
In the coming pages, we will examine briefly the ignorance that pre- ee 
Ly vents women from throwing off this destructive tradition and adopting \ if . 
ay - religion's superior morality, and display the character differences Sted 
\ , between unbelieving and Muslim women. Wi bes 
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The predominant character of women who live 


4 in unbelieving societies, irrespective of their educa- 

\ nie f tion or other achievements, is clear for all to see. One 
het) reason for this is that unbelieving societies encour- 
y y age their women, from an early age onward, to adopt 
MS ‘A this socially approved character by making it attrac- 
wi “f tive to them. Surrounded on all sides by the same 
Mh 5 type of suggestions, girls usually comply without a 
NY ' f second thought. They learn how to behave properly 
oY * by observing their mothers and other women and 
‘ We then internalizing the ideals they see portrayed. 
a i They repeat their role models' expressions, begin to 
WWE mimic their behavior, and generally try to emulate 
Moti : 
masts them. Consequently, in the absence of other role 
4 Ny | models, they accept what they see as the ideal woman 
* i “ and strive to live up to that image. 
N\, by jf Obviously there are exceptions, for some 
ky f 3 women recognize this misguided tradition for what 
af it is and refuse to adopt it. But this recognition alone 
aay cannot free them from it. For example, they may es- 
MA ‘ A cape some of the behavioral faults but continue to 
ih * af live a conflicting and self-con- 
WAY)! tradictory existence because | “ 

ir their characters are not de- 
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character and that of their society's women in general remain limited to 


their refusal to conform to society's expectations. All women who do not 
emulate the Muslim woman's character defined by the Qur'an will still 
have to contend with their own character type, which will remain in- 
consistent and erroneous. 

When we examine the general features of women living in unbe- 
lieving societies, we see that all of them have a common character type 
to such an extent that society perceives them as all being the same. One 
of the most common views is that women do not have the same strong 
and persistant personality as men. Most women, as well as men, concede 
this fact and therefore never consider themselves capable of protecting or 
defending anyone. Since they consider themselves inferior or less capa- 
ble than men, they usually look for someone to take care of them, 
whether financially or otherwise, in order to protect themselves from 
bullying or other dangers. They expect their husbands to take care of 


them and then, when they are widowed, their sons. 


This weak character leads to such behavioral problems as emotional 


instability, crying, jealousy, hysteria, being easily upset about things or with 
people. Unbelieving societies consider these characteristics to be part of 
woman's nature, as well as their being more sensitive to negative events. 
Therefore, it is perfectly all right for them to cry in such cases. Men, on 
the other hand, are supposed to be brave and strong, because only 
women are believed to be easily upset and highly emotional. Another 
widespread observation is that some unbelieving women quickly surren- 
der to hopelessness, worry and complaining, or become argumentative when 
faced with adversity. Such reactions are contrary to the Qur'an's morali- 
ty. 

All of these character traits have one thing in common: They only 
bring grief and unhappiness to everyone. As a result, such women go 
through life being tense, unhappy, and troubled. In other words, their 
decision, whether conscious or not, to adhere to this misguided tradi- 
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tion's view of the ideal woman makes them 
miserable, because they are following the 
wrong ideals, purpose in life, and world- 
view. 

Just like all unbelievers, women = . 
chase the temporary life of this world and 
its illusory attractions. Their foremost 
ideals are to enjoy this life's pleasures as 
much as possible, raise their living stan- 
dards continuously, have a good name 
and status in the community, and win 
their society's compliments and admira- 
tion. 

They are saddened by things that 
they cannot control, such as worrying 
about what the future may bring and fear- ney 
ing for their lives and property. As their . 
society suggests, they seek to be only 
good housewives, mothers, or wives. Or, 
the other thing expected of them is that 
they acquire a good job and pursue a ca- 
reer that will enable them to become fi- 
nancially independent. ‘i 

It goes without saying that there is 
nothing wrong with pursuing such goals, 
for these are things people can rightfully 


desire in life. However, what is wrong is a 


to encourage women to spend their lives 


Hou Uubelieuing Societies View Women 
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within these boundaries and thereby limit their ideals. All human beings 
will be either rewarded or punished on the Day of Judgment according 
to their efforts, or lack thereof, to win Allah's good pleasure. 

Unbelieving women have one fundamental character flaw: their de- 
sire to enjoy only the pleasures of this world and to live accordingly, be- 
cause everything they have (e.g., prestige, status, friends, family, or chil- 
dren) are all destined to disappear. The only thing that remains forever 
is Allah. Therefore, people should choose their personality, morals, 
lifestyle, ideals, and everything else in order to win His good pleasure. 
Otherwise, people will find themselves imprisoned in their own little 
lives and in their own little worlds, and then meet with eternal suffering 
and regret in the Hereafter. 

No doubt, many women are dissatisfied with their place in society 
and thus continue to question and escape the ideal woman tradition. They 
often achieve visible success in their chosen fields and point out the 
wrongness of their soceity's stereotypical views of women. But because 
they continue to live by their unbelieving society's values and do not 
adopt the character that would win them Allah's good pleasure, they fail 
to get what they truly seek: true respect and their society's trust. Even if 
they seem to have realized their goals, they remain unhappy and dis- 
contented because they know that they have not truly and permanently 
achieved them. 

People who blindly adopt their society's stereotypes have some ex- 


cuses for their behavior. First of all, they believe that these social creeds 


prevent women from discarding the character type envisaged for them. 


They fear that society will criticize or accuse them, or even make them 


outcasts. Therefore, they prefer to live according to their unbelieving so- 


ciety's ideal character types rather than risking any possible negative 
repercussions. 

Another reason why some women hesitate to discard the socially 
acceptable female role model is the pressure they fear from those people 
of influence and authority over them in their immediate environment. 
This attitude prevents them from moving away from this character type, 
even though they clearly recognize its faults. 

But the main reason why these women cannot escape this misguid- 
ed character type is that they do not know how to find the ideal charac- 


ter that would enable them to force society to accept them once they had 


broken with this tradition. Since they lack this knowledge, they contin- 
ue to look for a solution in the wrong places. For instance, a housewife 
thinks that she will find a better place in society, as well as more respect 
and love from those around her, by becoming a businesswoman or an- 
other type of professional. Likewise, a businesswoman believes that she 
will find the same things by climbing the corporate ladder or moving to 
a better, more respectable job. 

In reality, all such ways of thinking are flawed. There is only one 
way of life, one character, and one morality that will make them honor- 


able and superior in both worlds: living according to the Qur'an, which 
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which they are remembered [i.e. their honor, eminence and dignity], but 
they have turned away from it. (Surat al-Mu'minun: 71) 

When people base their lives on the rights and wrongs of their own 
making, the results will always be disastrous. Everything and everybody 
is thus destined to continue on its path of degeneration. 

Given the persistence of the values based on unbelief, and despite 
being aware of their troubled lifestyle, unbelievers cannot find a lasting 
solution to their problems. Thus, they find themselves continuing to turn 
away from the only path that will lead them to prosperity, even though 
they are very well aware of it. 

The only solution is the Qur'an, which provides the easiest, as well 
as the most content and beautiful path, by which to live. The only path 
that can lead toward righteousness is His path, for only it leads to good- 
ness and prosperity. Allah reveals that the Qur'an brings people honor 
and dignity, and that all who abide by its values and follow this righteous 
path will find success in everything they undertake. 

All true and lasting solutions to women's problems are found in the 
Qur'an. Islam, which was revealed to guide humanity to salvation, gen- 
uinely values women. Many verses protect women and their rights, for 
the Qur'an eliminated the prevalent misguided stereotypes of women 
and gave them a respectable position in society. Our Lord teaches that 
superiority in His presence is based not on gender, but rather on one's 
fear and respect of Allah, faith, good character, devotion, and dedication 
to Him. 

Allah has revealed the steps that women need to take to ensure 
their protection and respect within society, and for them to find the love 
and dignity that they deserve. All of these measures benefit women and 
seek to prevent damage to their interests or any form of oppression and 


unnecessary stress. 


In the next section, we will discuss how the Qur'an ensures that 
women are treated according to their true value and honor. As Allah has 
revealed, Islam values all people and brings honor, dignity, and re- 


spectability to them in both worlds. 


Unbelievers, whose values differ from those revealed in the Qur'an, 


lead their lives according to their society's values, which are the product 


of their own reasoning and therefore unreliable. In one verse, Allah asks 


the following question: 


Do they, then, seek the judgment of the Time of Ignorance? Who could 
be better at giving judgment than Allah for people with certainty? (Surat 
al-Ma'ida: 50) 

One of the values based on unbelief is the criteria for superiority. 
The unbelievers’ criteria for distinction and superiority are derived from 
such worldly values as property, status, career, fame, or physical attrac- 
tion. If they cannot meet these criteria, they admire those who can and 
feel relatively worthless in comparison. 

As a result, the details of everyday situations become important 
when classifying people. For example, some people consider it vital that 
they live in a posh suburb, have the newest and most desirable car, have 
parents with very successful careers, and have a desirable profession. Or, 
they want expensive and designer-label clothing, well-placed relatives, a 
diploma from the best university, and so on. When choosing their 
friends, associates, or even their potential spouse, they follow these same 
criteria. 

In many countries, people place great importance upon skin color, 
the language they speak, or their nationality. In fact, the same criteria for 


superiority apply to all unbelieving societies, with only some minor dif- 
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ferences based upon culture, history, and other factors. 


At the root of women's proper role lie the very same wrong criteria. 


By applying their society's misguided tradition and self-made criteria, 


they continue to treat women as second-class citizens. 

Allah, on the other hand, reveals that the best and truest criteria is 
His. The Qur'an reveals that He has only one criterion: a person's fear 
and respect of Him: 

O humanity! We created you from a male and female, and made you in- 

to peoples and tribes so that you might come to know each other. The no- 

blest among you in Allah's sight is the one who guards against evil [one 
with the most taqwa]. Allah is All-Knowing, All-Aware. (Surat al- 

Hujurat: 13) 

O Children of Adam! We have sent down clothing to you to conceal your 

private parts, as well as fine apparel, but the garment of heedfulness— 

that is best! That is one of Allah's Signs, so that, hopefully, you will pay 

heed. (Surat al-A'raf: 26) 

In yet another verse, Allah reveals that this fear and respect is the 
most beneficial quality that they can attain: "Whatever good you do, 
Allah knows it. Take provision; but the best provision is the fear [and 
respect] of Allah. So have fear [and respect] of Me, O people of intel- 
ligence!" (Surat al-Baqara: 197) Therefore, people should not strive for 
wealth and property, or fame and status, but rather for the fear and re- 
spect of Allah, for only this quality will make them superior and valued 
in both worlds. 

Allah also advises people not to seek wealth, which has become a 
measure of superiority among people, but to ask for His good will: 

Do not covet what Allah has given to some of you in preference to oth- 

ers—men have a portion of what they acquire and women have a portion 

of what they acquire; but ask Allah for His bounty. Allah has knowledge 

of all things. (Surat an-Nisa': 32) 
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Thus, those who measure superiority in terms of gender, physical 
strength, or any other value built upon unbelief are making a great mis- 
take. As He says in the Qur'an: "The men and women who give charity 
and make a good loan to Allah will have it increased for them, and 
they will have a generous reward" (Surat al-Hadid: 18). This verse re- 
minds people, men as well as women, that only by living according to 
the morality that He revealed in the Qur'an can they find the true and su- 


perior reward. 


Men and Women Ave Equal 


No doubt, every society knows all of the traditional arguments 
about women's ideal role and place. Their social status and importance in 
the family, whether or not they should work, and other social issues 


have been discussed seemingly forever. For Muslims, these issues were 


settled by the Qur'an: Men and women are equal. The facts that men and 


women have different physical builds and that women are generally 
weaker than men are irrelevant and cannot be used to reduce women's 
value. 

What truly matters in Islamic morality is not whether someone is 
male or female, but whether or not he or she is a believer who fears and 
respects Allah. Each believer is expected to strive to live by the Qur'an's 
morality, for the results of this struggle are what Allah values and will 
measure in the Hereafter. Allah reveals the qualities that all Muslims, 
male or female, should have: 

The men and women of the believers are friends of one another. They 

command what is right and forbid what is wrong, keep up prayer and 

give the alms [zakat], and obey Allah and His Messenger. They are the 
people on whom Allah will have mercy. Allah is Almighty, All-Wise. 

(Surat at-Tawba: 71) 
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AS if As Allah reveals, all Muslims, regardless of their gender, have the same 
he ie 7 responsibilities: to worship Allah, live according to the Qur'an's morali- 
a Si ty, command good and prevent evil, and abide by the Qur'an's rules and 
we advice. Allah promises everyone who fears and respects the limits that 
SS i - He has established for humanity that He will give them the ability to dis- 
. Wa tinguish right from wrong: 

S ue O you who believe! If you have fear of [and respect] Allah, He will give 
Mh ra you discrimination, erase your bad actions, and forgive you. Allah's fa- 


vor is indeed immense. (Surat al-Anfal: 29) 


One's gender has no bearing on this, for Allah has given everyone 
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right decisions, and giving the right responses in return for belief and 
devotion. Therefore, intellect has nothing to do with gender; rather, it 
has everything to do with one's devotion, fear, and respect of Allah. 
Any man or woman who acts on the impulses of the intellect de- 
rived from belief can achieve success in many areas. This depends on 
their will, motivation, and persistence. Believers never rest on their lau- 
rels, for it is part of Islamic morality to always strive to be more intelli- 
gent, talented, responsible, and virtuous, as well as to seek to always 
improve upon their character. Allah reveals that believers pray to Him 


for a character that will make them role models fe ‘th 
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Those who say: "Our Lord, give us joy in our wives and 
children, and make us a good example for those who 
guard against evil." (Surat al-Furqan: 74) 
Mt \ A Muslim woman who does her best in everything 
Ne she undertakes and who works to develop an exemplary 
, character and morality, will excel in her society. She will 
I carry out her responsibilities competently, reach the right 
7 r * decisions, find the best solutions, and take the most ap- 
Wo propriate actions. 
™ : * As explained earlier, Islam states that men and 
# ~— womenare totally equal. For both of them, it all depends 
* — on their ability to exceed what is expected of them by re- 
Whe alizing the full potential of their character and personali- 
on I ty, and by fulfilling their responsibilities. For this reason, 
/ believing women do not struggle for equality with men, 
}*  butexert themselves in the race to do good, defined in the 
“si Qur'an as the effort to win Allah's good pleasure. For this 
‘Ff — end, they race to become the person most loved by Allah 
so that they may win His good pleasure and be the near- 
i est to Him. Allah reveals that these efforts determine the 
Muslim's superiority over others in this life as well as in 
the Hereafter: 
Such people are truly racing toward good things, and 
they are the first to reach them. (Surat al- 
=) Mu'minun: 61) 
Then We made Our chosen servants inherit the 
Book. But some of them wrong themselves, 
some are ambivalent, and some outdo each 
other in good by Allah's permission. 
That is the great favor. (Surah Fatir: 32) 


The equality between men and women is also seen in the fact that 


Allah gives them equal rights in this world: 


We made everything on Earth adornment for it so that We could test 

them to see whose actions are the best. (Surat al-Kahf: 7) 

Every soul will taste death. We test you with both good and evil as a tri- 

al. And you will be returned to Us. (Surat al-Anbiya': 35) 

In the above verses, Allah reveals that He tests men and women so 
that they can show who is better. In another verse, He says that He will 
test men and women with various trials until the day they die, and that 
those who show patience will be rewarded with His mercy: 

We will test you with a certain amount of fear and hunger, as well as loss 

of wealth, life, and fruits. But give good news to the steadfast. (Surat al- 

Baqara: 155) 

Allah gave each man and woman a fixed number of years, holds 
them both responsible for their choices, gave them a sense of right and 
wrong, and made their base instincts and Satan their enemies. And who- 
ever shows strength of character and works for good in the face of these 
realities here on Earth will receive the best rewards from Allah in both 
worlds: 

I will not let the deeds of any doer among you go to waste, male or fe- 

male—you are both the same in that respect. Those who have left their 

homes and were driven from their homes, and [who] suffered harm in 

My Way and fought and were killed, I will erase their bad actions and 

admit them into Gardens with rivers flowing under them, as a reward 

from Allah. The best of all rewards is with Allah. (Surah Al 'Imran: 195) 

He also reminds men and women that no one will be treated un- 
justly as regards the rewards they are to receive on Earth as well as in the 
Hereafter: "Anyone who acts rightly, male or female, being a believer, 
We will give them a good life and will recompense them according to 
the best of what they did" (Surat an-Nahl: 97). 
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Looking at the Qur'an in general, we see that men and women are 
addressed in the same manner. This is yet another indication that Allah 
is concerned only with a person's true and heart-felt belief and not his or 
her age or gender. In this respect, the Qur'an addresses men and women 
together and reminds them that they have the same responsibilities. 
There are many such verses, among them: "Anyone, male or female, 
who does right actions and believes, will enter the Garden. They will 
not be wronged by so much as the tiniest speck" (Surat an-Nisa': 124). 

Another verse in which Allah addresses men and women together 
is given below: 

Whoever does an evil act will only be repaid with its equivalent. But 

whoever acts rightly, male or female, being a believer, such a person will 

enter the Garden, wherein they will be provided for without any reck- 

oning. (Surah Ghafir: 40) 

When revealing things about unbelievers, Allah also addresses 


them in the same manner. He reveals that unbelievers and hypocrites of 


both genders will be treated alike. For example: 


The men and women of the hypocrites are as bad as one another. They 
command what is wrong and forbid what is right, and they keep their 
fists tightly closed. They have forgotten Allah, so He has forgotten them. 
The hypocrites are deviators. (Surat at-Tawba: 67) 


Allah has promised the men and women of the hypocrites and unbe- 
lievers the Fire of Hell, remaining in it timelessly, forever. It will suffice 
them. Allah has cursed them. They will have an everlasting punishment. 
(Surat at-Tawba: 68) 


This was so that Allah might punish hypocritical men and women as 


well as the associating men and women—those who think bad thoughts 


about Allah, and turn toward the men and women of the believ- 
ers. Allah is Ever-Forgiving, Most Merciful. (Surat al-Ahzab: 73) 


And so that He might punish hypocritical men and women as 
well as associating men and women—those who think bad 
thoughts about Allah. They will suffer an evil turn of fate. Allah 
is angry with them, has cursed them, and prepared Hell for 
them. What an evil destination! (Surat al-Fath: 6) 
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As these verses make clear, men and women are equal in 


| 


their trial on Earth as well as in the reward they receive in the 


Hereafter. 


The Value of Mothers 


Islamic morality guarantees all people's social and personal 
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happiest life. This morality prescribes justice, tolerance, compas- 


sion, and helpfulness toward all people, regardless of gender, 


3 


age, and economic status. Irrespective of whom they are dealing 
with, Muslims are required to always abide by this morality as 
best they can. Muslims adopt these superior moral characteris- \ 
tics because Allah tells them to do so. As a result, a person's so- A 
cial status, gender, age, and other such characteristics are irrele- 


vant to them. a 
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Allah states the importance of treating women, especially 


mothers, well. Parents do their best to give their children a good 


education, a decent character, and teach them to treat all other 
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or otherwise, for many years, the children are obligated to return 
their efforts and selfless support with respect and service. Allah 


reveals this responsibility: 
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We have instructed man to honor his parents. (Surat al-'Ankabut: 8) 
We have instructed man to be good to his parents. (Surat al-Ahqaf: 15) 


Say: "Come, and I will recite to you what your Lord has made forbidden 
to you: that you do not associate anything with Him, that you be good to 
your parents, that you do not kill your children because of poverty—We 
will provide for you and them, that you do not approach indecency—out- 
ward or inward, and that you do not kill any person Allah has made in- 
violate—except with the right to do so. That is what He instructs you to 


do so that, hopefully, you will use your intellect." (Surat al-An'am: 151) 


The Qur'an also reveals that one must treat parents well and avoid 
arrogance and pride: 

Worship Allah, and do not associate anything with Him. Be good to your 

parents and relatives, orphans and the very poor, neighbors who are re- 

lated to you and neighbors who are not related to you, companions and 

travelers, and your slaves. Allah does not love anyone vain or boastful. 

(Surat an-Nisa': 36) 


Clearly, Allah advises people to always be tolerant, understanding, 
compassionate, and respectful toward their parents. He also reminds us 
of the difficulties that mothers suffer while giving birth and raising their 
children. For example: 

We have instructed man concerning his parents. Bearing him caused his 

mother great debility, and the period of his weaning was two years: "Give 

thanks to Me and to your parents. I am your final destination." (Surah 


Luqman: 14) 


We have instructed man to be good to his parents. His mother bore him 
with difficulty and, with difficulty, gave birth to him; and his bearing 
and weaning take thirty months. Then when he achieves his full 
strength and reaches forty, he says: "My Lord, keep me thankful for the 
blessing You bestowed on me and on my parents, and keep me acting 


rightly, pleasing You. Make my descendants righteous. I have repented 


to You, and I am truly one of the Muslims." (Surat al-Ahqaf: 15) 
Every mother suffers for many months and displays great devotion 
in order to give birth. As Allah reveals, this is an agonizing process for 
her. After this period, she adopts a selfless devotion and begins to feed 
and nurture her child. Allah reminds people of this reality and points out 
that mothers are very special beings. In addition, He advises people not 
to forget their parents’ selfless devotion to them and to treat them equal- 
ly well when they reach old age and become dependent: 

Your Lord has decreed that you should worship none but Him, and that 

you should show kindness to your parents. Whether one or both of them 

reach old age with you, do not say "Ugh!" to them out of irritation, and 
do not be harsh with them; rather, speak to them with gentleness and 
generosity. Take them under your wing, out of mercy, with due humility 
and say: "O Lord, show mercy to them as they did in looking after me 

when I was small." (Surat al-Isra': 23-24) 

As we all know, old age means the loss of physical strength, dy- 
namism, health, and energy. Such people become dependent on other 
people's care, protection, and help. Their mental faculties decrease, and 
they come face to face with memory loss and other problems. Muslims, 
as required by Allah, treat their elderly parents with compassion, toler- 
ance, understanding, and care. 

In the verses cited above, Allah reveals how Muslims should treat 
their elderly parents. As we see, He forbids Muslims to show even the 
slightest disrespect toward their parents and commands them to say nice 
things and treat them gently so that they will have no reason to become 
upset. As a result, Muslims are very understanding, considerate, and 
careful with their elderly parents. They do their best to make their par- 


ents comfortable and continue to love and respect them. Considering the 


difficulties and complaints associated with old age, Muslims try to pro- 
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Prophet Yusuf's (as) exemplary treatment of his parents is a perfect 


example for all people. Following his appointment by the King as trea- 
surer of Egypt, he hosted his parents in the most respectable manner and 
then expressed his gratitude and devotion to them by seating them on 
the throne. Allah reveals Yusuf's (as) behavior: 

Then when they entered into Yusuf's presence, he drew his parents close 

to him and said: "Enter Egypt safe and sound, if Allah wills." He 

raised his parents up onto the throne. The others fell prostrate in 
front of him. He said: "My father, truly this is now the interpreta- 
tion of the dream I had. My Lord has made it all come true, and 

He was kind to me by letting me out of prison and brought you 

from the desert when Satan had caused dissent between me and 

my brothers. My Lord is kind to anyone He wills. He is indeed 

All-Knowing and All-Wise." (Surah Yusuf: 99-100) 

The Qur'an reveals that believers pray for their parents and 
for Allah's forgiveness and mercy for them. From some of the vers- 
es, we gather that the Prophets made similar prayers. Allah reveals 
that Prophet Nuh (as) prayed for his parents: "O My Lord, forgive 
me and my parents and all who enter my house as believers, and all 
the men and women of the believers. But do not increase the wrong- 
doers except in ruin" (Surah Nuh: 28). 

We understand from the Qur'an that Islamic morality places a great 
value on parents. Allah makes clear that such character traits are impor- 
tant for all Muslims when they are young as well as when they are old. 

However, in certain cases believers are required to disobey their 
parents. For example: 

But if they try to make you associate something with Me about which 

you have no knowledge, do not obey them. Keep company with them 
correctly and courteously in this world, but follow the way of him who 
turns to Me. Then you will return to Me, and I will inform you about the 
things you did. (Surah Luqman: 15) 
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criteria will find no reason to continue to 
love and honor his or her spouse when the 
basis for those values is lost. 

Belief, fear and respect of Allah, and 
decency of character are what make love, 
respect, and loyalty endure. Someone who 
loves his or her spouse for their belief and 


character will, in married life, be respectful, 
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loyal, and decent. Losing one's youth, health, or 
beauty will not affect the love and consideration 
among spouses for each other, and neither will los- 
ing one's wealth or social status. They will not 
cause trouble or discontent to the other person be- 
cause of their firm belief and fear and respect of 
Allah, whatever the circumstances. Believers will 
always be gentle and compassionate, as well as fair 
and tolerant, for they will consider this to be a re- 
sponsibility entrusted to them by Allah. 

So close is the marital relationship that the 
Qur'an says of the spouses: "They are clothing for 
you, and you for them" (Surat al-Baqara: 187). In 
this verse, Allah reminds people that each spouse 
has equal responsibilities. The word "clothing" 
stands for the responsibility of guarding and pro- 
tecting one another and also suggests that men and 
women have complementary qualities. 

Another verse states the importance of love 
and compassion in marriage: "Among His Signs is 
that He created spouses for you of your own kind, 
so that you might find tranquillity in them. And 
He has placed affection and compassion between 
you. There are certainly Signs in that for people 
who reflect" (Surat ar-Rum: 21). Believers consider 
their spouses to be gifts that Allah has given into 
their care, and therefore value one another greatly. 
They show affection and compassion when their 


spouse makes a mistake or falls short in some 
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way, and know that behaving according to the Qur'an will help them 
overcome all difficulties and solve their problems. As a result, marriage 
helps both spouses find contentment and peace. 

With the phrase "you have been intimate with one another" (Surat 
an-Nisa': 21), Allah proclaims the closeness and intimacy of married life. 
The secret of this closeness, intimacy, and valuing of each other is their 
intention to create an everlasting togetherness that will extend into the 
Hereafter. True loyalty and love requires this attitude. Since their love is 
neither selfish nor temporary, but intended to be everlasting, they are 
completely loyal, close, honest, and intimate with one another. 

As we have seen, the Qur'an's morality forms the basis for a mari- 
tal relationship based on togetherness, one in which both parties fear 
and respect Allah and follow His morality. In such a relationship, each 
person's loyalty, faithfulness, love, sincerity, tolerance, and modesty 
complement and support the other person. Such a marriage is stable and 
long-lasting. The marriages of people without these qualities, on the 
other hand, are short-lived. 

For these reasons, Islam considers marriage to 
be a comfort for women, for in it she experiences 
love, respect, loyalty, and faithfulness in the best 
possible way. She is always respected, valued, and 
honored. The absence of any pride, superiority com- 
plex, and lies enables her to find peace and content- 
ment. 

Our Prophet (saas) became a great example for 
all Muslims in this respect. Allah refers to 
this reality in the following verse: if 
"You have an excel- 


lent model in 
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the Messenger of Allah, for all who put their hope in Allah and the 
Last Day and remember Allah much" (Surat al-Ahzab: 21). He fre- 
quently stated the importance and value of Muslim women, as in this 
hadith: "The whole world is a provision, and the best object of benefit of the 
world is the pious woman.""° 

In another hadith, he said: "The most perfect believer in faith is the one 
who is the best of them in good conduct. The best of you is the one among you 
who treats his wife the best." 

His impeccable behavior is a role model for all Muslims. In one ha- 
dith, he points out the importance of treating married women in the 
nicest way: 

"The best of you is the one who is the best to his wives, and I am the best 
of you toward my wives.""® 

He reminded everyone in a hadith of the importance of valuing 
women: "Act kindly toward women.""? 

Our Prophet (saas), who is a role model for all believers, always 
treated his wives gently, nicely, and with compassion. Aisha said: "I have 
never seen a man who was more compassionate to his family members than 


Muhammad (saas)."2° 


By proclaiming "We send down in the Qur'an that which is a heal- 
ing and a mercy to the believers," (Surat al-Isra': 82) Allah states that 
Islamic morality will always direct people toward the good and that the 
Qur'an's verses are a mercy for them. These verses, revealed to create 
contentment and justice among people, guarantee the rights of women 
in both their social and family lives. And, the verse "We bring you the 
truth and the best of explanations" (Surat al-Furqan: 33) makes clear the 


fact that the Qur'an contains all of the knowledge needed to find the val- 
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ue, love, and respect that they deserve in every aspect of their lives. 
This is a great mercy, comfort, and gift from Allah for women as 
well. When people behave according to the Qur'an's morals, all disputes 
over the role and place of women in society, as well as the controversy 
surrounding them in unbelieving societies, will certainly come to an end. 
We will now explore some of the verses that guard women's social rights 


and reveal their importance and value in Islam's moral system. 


The believers' fear and respect of Allah, as well as their belief, cause 
them to obey their conscience and the Qur'an's values at every moment. 
But for unbelievers, their base instincts and Satan are their guiding in- 
fluences. Thus, they seek to satisfy their self-interest and their ego in- 
stead of acting fairly and nicely. This scenario is often seen when rela- 
tionships end, such as a marriage based upon financial self-interest. 

For these people, divorce means the end of all bonds based on mu- 
tual interest, for when these interests no longer exist, there is no longer 
any reason for them to value or respect the other party. As a result, they 
see no reason to do anything good for that person, and so move to pro- 
tect their own interests regardless of the other person's situation. 

Believers display a totally different type of behavior in such cir- 
cumstances, for their only goal in life is to win Allah's good pleasure. 
Fully aware that following the whims of their self-interest or ego dis- 
pleases Him, they adhere to the Qur‘an's morality and their conscience. 
Therefore, even in the case of divorce, they treat each other well and with 
justice. 

Allah commands men to divorce their wives in the best possible 


way: "When you divorce women and they are near the end of their 


waiting period, then either retain them with correctness and 
courtesy or release them with correctness and courtesy" 
(Surat al-Baqara: 231). Pursuing only Allah's good plea- 
sure, they treat their ex-wives with tolerance, compassion, 

politeness, respect, and thoughtfulness, thereby continu- 
ing their former loving and respectful manner toward 
each other. Allah reveals the male believers’ correct be- 


havior in such circumstances: 


O you who believe! When you marry believing women and 

then divorce them before you have touched them, there is no 
waiting period for you to calculate for them, so give them a 
gift and let them go with kindness. (Surat al-Ahzab: 49) 


ad eeced “Wamer's Financial 


oe reveals that a sincere Muslim man must guarantee 


his ex-wife's financial security in order to safeguard her contin- 


»f y ued financial well-being: 
Divorced women should receive maintenance given with cor- 


= rectness and courtesy: a duty for all who guard against evil. 
‘) (Surat al-Baqara: 241) 

When determining this amount, a Muslim man must act 
conscientiously and consider his ex-wife's social standing and 
needs. The Qur'an states that: 
le .. Provide for them—He who is wealthy according to his means, 

and he who is less well off according to his means—a provision 
to be given with correctness and courtesy: a duty for all good-do- 
ers. (Surat al-Baqara: 236) 
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He who has plenty should spend out of his plenty 

(to those women he divorces), but he whose provi- 

sion is restricted should spend from what Allah has 

given him. Allah does not demand from anyone 
more than He has given it. Allah will appoint, after 

difficulty, ease. (Surat at-Talaq: 7) 

In other words, Allah holds everyone, without 
exception, responsible according to their financial 
means and requires them to pay a suitable mainte- 
nance. Some unbelievers consider it a waste of mon- 
ey to pay alimony to their ex-wives, because they 
neither believe in the Hereafter nor seek Allah's good 
pleasure. Since they only wish to safeguard their 
self-interest, they consider pointless to act selflessly 
toward someone from whom they are estranged and 
thus can expect no benefit. For this reason, they seek 
to avoid this responsibility, at least partially or com- 
pletely. On the other hand, male believers, as men- 
tioned above, continue to treat their ex-wives well 
and do what they can to meet their financial needs. 

Believers understand that it is not necessarily 


what they do, but rather what their true intention is, 


that will win them His good pleasure. This truth is 
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explained in 
the following 

words: "Their 

flesh and blood 

does not reach Allah, but 


your heedfulness does reach Him" 
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(Surat al-Hajj: 37). For this reason, a believ- 

ing man willingly fulfills his responsibilities to- , 
ward his ex-wife in this respect. However, if she 

does not wish to receive her due and if she wishes to forego this right, 
her former husband cannot be held responsible: "Give women their 
dowry as an outright gift. But if they are happy to give you some of 
it, make use of it with pleasure and goodwill" (Surat an-Nisa’: 4). 


Ex- Wines Retain Their Property 

The Qur'an also protects a woman's interests by stating that she 
retains what her former husband gave her while they were married: 
"If you desire to exchange one wife for another and have given 
your original wife a large amount, do not take any of it. Would you 
take it by means of slander and outright crime? How could you 
take it when you have been intimate with one another, and they 
have made a binding contract with you?" (Surat an-Nisa’: 20-21). 

Allah reminds people that believing men must respect the terms 
of their marriage agreement. One of these terms is that regardless of 
the amount of property or money that a woman receives from her 
husband during their marriage, he has no right to take it back after 
he divorces her. Believing men know this truth, and so do their best 


to obey this command. 
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It is not lawful for you to keep anything you have given them, unless a 
couple fears that they will not remain within Allah's limits [that He es- 
tablished for humanity]. If you fear that they will not remain within 
these limits, there is nothing wrong in the wife ransoming herself with 
some of what she received. These are Allah's limits [that He established 
for humanity], so do not overstep them. Those who overstep these lim- 


its are wrongdoers. (Surat al-Baqara: 229) 


As seen, Islamic morality has a very high opinion of women and 


seeks to OSS a them from guuniering any a or erga Thus, 


Me 


When it comes to housing an ex-wife, Allah proclaims: "Let them 


live where you live, according to your means. Do not 
put pressure on them, so as to harass them. If they 
are pregnant, maintain them until they give 
birth. If they are suckling for you, give 
them their wages and consult together 
with correctness and courtesy. But if you 
make things difficult for one another, 


another woman should do the suckling 
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for you" (Surat at-Talaq: 6). Believing men 
are required to meet their ex-wives' every 
need, both material and otherwise, so that 
they will not fall upon hard times. First, the 
ex-wife must be housed until a suitable 
home can be arranged for her. If she is preg- 
nant, her former husband must cover all of 
the costs associated with her health and care 
until she gives birth. What truly matters 
here is that believing men act in a thought- 
ful and understanding manner, whatever 
the circumstances may be, and ensure that 
the ex-wife's financial and other needs be 
met so that she will not experience any 
hardship. All of these matters must be re- 


solved as prescribed in the Qur'an. 


Allah has made many recommenda- 


tions in order to safeguard women's social 


rights. For example, He reminds believers: 


O you who believe! There is no permis- 
sion for you to inherit women by force. 
Nor may you treat them harshly, so that 
you can make off with part of what you 
have given them, unless they commit an 
act of flagrant indecency. Live together 
with them correctly and courteously. 
(Surat an-Nisa': 19) 


The verse below draws our attention to- 
ward the correct treatment of women: 


They will consult you concerning women. 


Say: "Allah advises about them; and also 
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young children who are denied their rights: 


that you should act justly with respect to or- 
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phans." Whatever good you do, Allah knows it. 
(Surat an-Nisa': 127) 
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look after their best interests. One group of such people 


consists of female orphans who, because of their wealth, are 
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often sought out by greedy men. Allah warns believers about these 


evil-minded people, reveals their character traits, and commands them 
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ing those who cheat and defraud people here or are unjust or merciless 


to them. Given this reality, they shun all such evil, knowing that a little 
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avarice in this life could lead to eternal suffering in the Hereafter. 
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Therefore, they safeguard the orphan's interests and do what they can to 


a a 
im 
= 


keep all evil-minded people away from them. Likewise, they strictly 
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honor the rights of any orphan they seek to marry and have no secret 


plan to acquire her wealth for themselves. 
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strong, solid, and virtuous character. As Allah revealed in the 
verse, "No indeed! We have given them that by which 
they are remembered [i.e. their honor, eminence and 
dignity]" (Surat al-Mu'minun: 71), this morality gives 
people their dignity and honor. Therefore, women who 
live by this morality will be respected and enjoy their de- 
served honor and dignity. 


As we mentioned earlier, Allah has not determined 


separate characters for men and women and therefore calls on 


all people to abide by one Muslim character. Therefore, Muslims 


fear and respect Allah, seek His good pleasure, and seek only to win the 
Hereafter, in the full knowledge that this worldly life is temporary and 
that he or she will die one day. 

All Muslims always strive to live by the Qur'an's morality. Women 
who do so are free from all of the character defects, weaknesses, and 
prejudices found among unbelievers. Instead, they develop a strong 
character based on their belief. Believers disregard the suggestions and 
criticisms of their society, family, or friends and live according to the 
Qur'an's values and morality. 

Maryam is one of the best role models for such women, for during 
all of the difficult trials that she underwent at the hands of her unbeliev- 
ing society, she always showed her strength of character and integrity. 
And, the strength that she derived from her belief in Allah, her sincere 
submission to Him, and her constant adherence to Islam's values en- 
abled her to preserve her honor and integrity. In fact, she was noted for 
these qualities among people. 

In the coming pages, we will explore the basics of a woman's ideal 
character and how much it differs from the character of unbelieving 


women. 


The Muslim Women's Ideal Character 
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Muslim women believe in Allah with a true heart, submit com- 
pletely to Him, are aware that there is no other deity, that He is the Lord 
of every being and thing, and that He is All-Powerful. Therefore, she 


fears and respects only Him and seeks to win only His good pleasure. 


She worships only Him, accepts only Him as her closest friend, and 
seeks only His help. She also knows that only He can direct good and 
bad toward her, and so lives in the full knowledge that she is dependent 
on Him. She knows that He keeps her alive, provides and cares for her, 
and protects and guards her. For these reasons, she has no expectations 
of other people. 

She believes in Allah without the slightest doubt in her heart for her 
whole life, never losing heart or belief regardless of the circumstances. 
She knows how to be grateful and content with her closeness to Him 
both when her life is good and when she is undergoing difficulties. She 
is in a state of constant submission, certain of our Lord's love, compas- 
sion, forgiveness, and providence. 

When she encounters a problem, she knows that Allah has provid- 
ed a solution in the Qur'an, and that what matters most is her continued 
sincere love, submission, and trust in Allah. She is certain of Allah's 
promise that He creates everything according to His justice and with 
wisdom and goodness. 

Even if her problems seem to go on forever, she never surrenders to 
hopelessness or worries when His help will come. Content with what He 
has sent her way, she maintains her patience and submission, knowing 
that something good will come out of it. She remembers what the Qur'an 
says about those who abandon their belief in such times. In addition, she 
recites "My Lord is with me and will guide me" (Surat ash-Shu'ara': 62), 


just as the Prophets did when faced with hardship. Throughout her life, 
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her profound faith enables her to see Allah's compassion, closeness, love, 
help, and friendship at all times. 

This superior character becomes even more distinctive when com- 
pared with that of unbelieving women. Some unbelieving women do not 
show the appropriate degree of submission in their encounters, because 
they ignore the fact that Allah creates everything and inserts much wis- 
dom and goodness hidden therein. One of the best-known characteris- 
tics of such women is their impatience, lack of determination, panic, and 
throwing tantrums when experiencing various hardships. 

For this reason, and to save themselves the hassle, men often try to 
keep women away from potentially troublesome situations. Movies and 


novels are full of such stories. Since they do not place their trust in Allah 


and do not submit to Him, they cannot find the patience and resolution 


to endure hard times. In fact, their strength is in direct proportion to the 
size of the gain they can expect from working through these difficulties. 

Believing women derive their strength from their belief and their 
determination to win Allah's good pleasure. Therefore, their resistance 
can be quite powerful. The Qur'an reveals this truth in the following 
verse: "Allah's guidance, that is true guidance. We are commanded to 
submit as Muslims to the Lord of all the worlds" (Surat al-An‘am: 71). 
Allah gives good news to those who submit to Him: 

Those who submit themselves completely to Allah and do good have 


grasped the Firmest Handhold. The end result of all affairs is with Allah. 
(Surah Luqman: 22) 


Not so! All who submit themselves completely to Allah and are good- 
doers will find their reward with their Lord. They will feel no fear and 


will know no sorrow. (Surat al-Baqara: 112) 
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As is the case with all believers, a Muslim woman's sole sources of 
guidance are the Qur'an and the sunnah (example) of our Prophet (saas). 
She shapes her personality, character, lifestyle, ideals, desires, behavior, 
and morality according to these two sources. By asking "Do they then 
seek the judgment of the Time of Ignorance? Who could be better at giv- 
ing judgment than Allah for people with certainty?" (Surat al-Ma’'ida: 
50), Allah proclaims that the most correct and best judgments are con- 
tained in the Qur'an. Moreover, 

... We have sent down the Book to you making all things clear and as guid- 

ance, and mercy and good news, for the Muslims. (Surat an-Nahl: 89) 

Our Prophet (saas) said: "Verily, I have left among you the Book of Allah 
and the sunnah (example) of His Apostle. If you hold fast to them, you shall nev- 
er go astray."*! With these words, he reminded Muslims that the most im- 
portant guidance is the Qur'an and his sunnah. 

When looking at an unbelieving society's stereotypical ideas of 
women, we notice immediately that they act according to their whims or 
instincts. The conditioning they receive from childhood onward about the 
ideal woman's character become almost their sole source of guidance. 
Given that the women in their immediate environment act and speak in 
the same way, that women portrayed in films and novels display the same 
character, that people seem to agree on what a woman's character should 
be, their character is a habitual one. Thus, it is easy to predict how they 
will respond in certain situations, what decisions they will reach, how 
they will behave, and even what they will say. 

On the other hand, Muslim women always react correctly, make the 
right decisions, and obtain the best results because they are guided by the 


Qur'an and the Prophet's (saas) sunnah. Besides, they do not experience 


the unhappiness and discontent that unbelieving women do. As the fol- 
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lowing verse reveals, Muslim men and women 
lead a happy life, as promised by Allah: "Anyone 
who acts rightly, male or female, being a believer, 
We will give them a good life and recompense 
them according to the best of what they did" 
(Surat an-Nahl: 97). 


One of the unbelievers' most misguided char- 


acter traits is the restrictions that they placed on ad 


people's ideals, thoughts, and lifestyle. In the case ‘ ey 
of women, society tells them that they have certain “ ted 
duties and responsibilities that they are expected to Wy . 
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Allah created men and women for a purpose and revealed their re- 
sponsibilities in the Qur'an. Most importantly, each woman is responsi- 
ble to our Lord, for He created her, gave her life, protected and watched 
over her, and provided for her. Men and women are required to lead the 
moral life prescribed by Allah, worship and serve Him, and to win His 
good pleasure. They are required to tell people who are far from the hap- 
py and contented life of following the Qur'an's values about Islam's val- 
ues and to make a genuine effort to help them draw closer to Allah's 
pleasure, mercy, and Paradise. They must strive to save people from neg- 
ative frames of mind, and from suffering under the influence of the 
chaos and disorder, all of which are presented by Satan and thus are de- 
void of true love, respect, and friendship. 

All believers are obliged to help and guide those who are weak and 
distressed to His path: 

What reason could you have for not fighting in the Way of Allah—for 

those men, women, and children who are oppressed and say: "Our Lord, 

take us out of this city whose inhabitants are wrongdoers! Give us a pro- 

tector from You! Give us a helper from You!?" (Surat an-Nisa': 75) 

Allah further reminds Muslims that they are obliged to assist or- 
phans, people who are stranded, and other needy people: 

Worship Allah and do not associate anything with Him. Be good to your 

parents and relatives, orphans and the very poor, neighbors who are re- 

lated to you and neighbors who are not related to you, and companions, 
travelers, and your servants. Allah does not love anyone vain or boast- 

ful. (Surat an-Nisa': 36) 

A Muslim woman is aware of all these responsibilities and so does 
not focus only on herself. Rather, she does her best to solve the problems 


around the world, such as helping people who are suffering, fighting in- 
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fectious diseases, working with children displaced or orphaned by war 
and conflict, and taking care of the elderly and other women as if they 
were her own problems. 

She gives her full attention to every matter in her daily life, because 
she knows that the truly important thing is to win Allah's good pleasure, 
live the Qur'an's morality, and spread this morality in order to bring true 
contentment and happiness to all others. For this reason, she acts in the 
knowledge that what she encounters each day is not so important when 


put into the overall context of what she was created to do. 


... And the soul and what proportioned and inspired it with depravity or 
heedfulness; he who purifies it has succeeded, he who covets it up has 

failed. (Surat ash-Shams: 7-10) 
i The above verses warn people about the selfish ego that, 
when not brought under control, will lead them to limitless evil. A per- 
son's fear and respect of Allah, as well as his or her belief in the 


Hereafter, gives each person the strength and reason to resist these temp- 


tations. 


Without this awareness, people will follow their desires and not 


worry about their meeting with Allah in the Hereafter, 


where they will be held accountable for their deeds. If 


his ego demands anger, jealousy, or ill-treatment of 


someone else, he will indulge it. If her selfish ego en- 


courages her to vent her anger or jealous frustration 


with insinuations, mockery, slander, lies, conspiracies, 


or hypocritical behavior, she will oblige it without giv- 


| ing it a second thought. Such people will commit all of 


these sins without reservation, because they believe that 


they will never have to account for their deeds. 
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Allah, however, reveals that all of these activi- 
ties are unconstrained evils called for by the selfish 
ego. When people act on these impulses, things just 
get worse. People who cannot control their emo- 
tions, even when they know that what they are do- 
ing is wrong, show that they are both weak and ig- 

nore their conscience. In other words, they seem 
to grow smaller. It is debasing to be unable to 


act maturely or respond rationally when 


their selfish egos suggest otherwise. As Allah reveals, the dignifying and 
rightful response to such evil suggestions is to ignore them and act con- 
scientiously. This character trait needs to be worked on, for eventually it 
will earn other people's respect and love and raise the person's ranks in 
His eyes, as well as in the eyes of other people. 

Muslim women have enough dignity and character to reject such 
debasing behavior for small gains. Allah informs us of the conspiring na- 
ture of unbelieving women: "He saw the shirt torn at the back and said: 

'The source of this is women's deviousness. Without 


a doubt your guile is very great" (Surah Yusuf: 28). 


Unbelieving women often try to resolve situations by 

conspiring, intriguing, or lying instead of seeking ratio- 

nal solutions. Indulging Satan's suggestions, they fall back 

on hypocrisy, cowardice, or devious methods. Believing 

women, on the other hand, resolve their problems by honesty, 

openness, and sincerity, for their awareness of Allah totally removes 
- them from such inappropriate behavior. 

Unbelieving women also are characterized by envy. 

—— Allah mentions envious people and warns others about their 

evil: "Say: 'I seek refuge with the Lord of Daybreak, from the 

evil of what He has created and from the evil of the darkness when it 

gathers, and from the evil of women who blow on knots and from the 

evil of an envier when he envies" (Surat al-Falaq: 1-5). Some unbeliev- 

ing women are prone to such behavior, which causes distrust, tantrums, 

broken relationships, and endless arguments, all of which result in an 

unfulfilled and unhappy life. In addition, they cause great suffering and 

damage to themselves and to those around them. Believing women, 

however, will disregard this aspect of human ego, knowing that it leads 


to great losses in this life as well as in the next. 
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Mockery is another character defect of unbelieving women. In the 
following verse Allah warns them against such behavior: "O you who 
believe! People should not ridicule others who may be better than 
themselves; nor should any women ridicule other women who may be 
better than themselves. And do not find fault with one another or in- 
sult each other with derogatory nicknames" (Surat al-Hujurat: 11). 

Those women who are shaped by the unbelief that rules their soci- 
eties do not hesitate to ridicule people for their shortcomings or to mock 
others, because they do not think of the Hereafter. They do not consider 
this behavior as wrong, but rather as a kind of humor. Often this mock- 
ery is not even verbal, but is expressed by making faces, rolling one's 
eyes, imitating their mannerisms, or whispering about them. Believing 
women shun such activities, because they know that Allah requires them 
to live according to the Qur'an's morality. 

In another verse, Allah reminds people not to speculate or gossip 
about others: "O you who believe! Avoid most suspicion. Indeed, some 
suspicion is a crime. Do not spy and do not backbite one another. 
Would any of you like to eat his brother's dead flesh? No, you would 
hate it. And have fear of Allah. Allah is Ever-Returning, Most 
Merciful" (Surat al-Hujurat: 12). 

Believing women live dignified lives. Instead of mocking others, 
they try to help. They compliment people who are successful, instead of 
succumbing to envy and gossip. And, when in the company of unbe- 
lieving people who might somehow offend them, they do not compro- 


mise their integrity or dignity. 


Viisli Wamen dlaiéin Strong Character and Willpower 


The values of unbelief usually identify power with such things as 


money, fame, prestige, or status, for each of them is believed to confer 


yy. Those with faith, those who are Jews, 
"2 as well as Christians and Sabaeans- 
; all who believe in Allah and the Last 
Day and act rightly, will have their 
reward with their Lord. They will 
feel_no fear and) know no sorrow. 


power on that particular person. In fact, even one who acquires the pa- 
tronage of such a person considers himself or herself to be powerful. In 
reality, however, power based on this world's impermanent values can 
disappear just as quickly as it appeared. 

Muslims derive their power from their faith, and so their power 
never changes. This is an important factor in the character of Muslim 
women, and Allah describes it in the following terms: 

O you who believe! If any of you renounce your religion, Allah will 

bring forward a people whom He loves and who love Him, humble to 

the believers, fierce to the unbelievers, who strive in the Way of Allah 
and do not fear the blame of any censurer. That is the unbounded favor 
of Allah, which He gives to whoever He wills. Allah is Boundless, All- 

Knowing. (Surat al-Ma'ida: 54) 

Another important Islamic character trait revealed here is the be- 
lievers' strong personality, which can withstand the criticism of people. 
Muslims know very well that all Prophets were accused and persecuted, 
made to suffer and forced to emigrate, or even killed. Nevertheless, these 
Prophets are the believers' role models, due to their strong, enduring, 
and solid personalities, as well as their patience and determination. 

As Allah reveals, Muslims know that they will be tested in this life 
through hardship, suffering, and insulting words: "You will be tested in 
your wealth and in yourselves, and you will hear many abusive words 
from those given the Book before you and from those who associate 
[others with Allah]. But if you are steadfast and guard against evil, 
that is the most resolute course to take" (Surah Al ‘Imran: 186). They 
will regard all such events as opportunities to prove their faith in Allah, 
their surrender and loyalty to Him, and will endure them with determi- 
nation and patience. 


They never show the weaknesses of unbelieving women. No one's 
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insults, rude behavior, or criticism causes them to lose heart or become 
weak, and they consider it beneath their dignity to respond with an emo- 
tional display of hurt or being upset. Whatever happens, they trust in 
Allah and keep their peace of mind, knowing that Allah is ever Just and 
All-Knowing, and that "they will not be wronged by so much as the 
smallest speck" (Surat an-Nisa’: 49). They surrender to Allah, knowing 
that He will expose any injustice, and so do not worry about any un- 
founded accusation. 

Some unbelieving women consider strength and willpower to be 
male characteristics, out of the mistaken belief that only men have to 
show strength and determination for themselves, as well as for the 
women in their charge, in the face of adversity. Thus, they consider it to 
be in their best interest to surrender to men's intellect, willpower, and 
strength. Especially when encountering trouble and difficulty, they lose 
whatever little strength and willpower they have and panic, and thus 
give themselves up to irrational and confused behavior. 

This pale and weak personality leads unbelieving women to pay 
too much attention to what other people think about them. Often, they 
knowingly do something wrong just to impress others or to win a re- 
spectable place among them. Likewise, if they are criticized, they feel be- 
littled and disliked, and so feel devastated. Not understanding that what 
matters is their value in Allah's presence, they only seek the approval of 
people and end up being upset and distraught, thinking that all they 
ever do is a waste. As a result, they become depressed and lose their 
strength, willpower, and courage. 

But Muslim women never stagger because of people's criticism. 


Given that they measure themselves by the yardstick of the Qur'an, 


which spells out clearly what is right and what is wrong, they strive to 


live up to the Qur'anic morality. If they are criticized for doing so, they 
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His pleasure has been gained and He has accepted an action, even if you 
do not ask it of Him, should He wish it and His wisdom require it, He will 
make others accept it. He will make them consent to it, too. For this reason, 
the sole aim in this service should be the direct seeking of Divine plea- 
sure.” 

O lower self, if you acquired your Creator's assent with your piety and de- 
votion, then it shall be sufficient and there shall be no need to look for peo- 
ple's assent. If the people agree and accept on Allah's behalf, then it is 
good. If they act to gain worldly blessings, then it shall be utterly worth- 


less. Because they are weak servants, just like you...”4 
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People who live by their own self- 
made rules can easily make compromis- 
es when they deem it in their best inter- 
ests to do so. No paramount guiding 
principle shapes their lives and gives 
permanence to their personalities. 
Therefore, from time to time, their per- 
sonalities show signs of change and can- 
not be considered consistent. 

The defining factor is usually their 
selfish ego, for Allah reveals that all peo- 
ple have been created with egotistic ten- 
dencies. If people are ruled by their ego, 
all of their behavior will be determined 
accordingly. This will have an impact on 
their personality's balance, consistency, 
and stability. For example, they can be- 
come angry, emotional, cross, or envious 


at a moment's notice and then reflect it 


in their behavior. Such people constant- 
ly surprise others with their unexpected 
reactions, and so evoke distrust and un- 
certainty. 

Such character traits are found 
among unbelieving women. Since they 
are far removed from the Qur'an's val- 
ues, they surrender to the stereotyped 


emotions of women and let their lives be 


... [Do they/not know] that 

Allah is the Knower of all 
unseen things? 

(Suratfat-Tawba,§78) 
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determined by this behavior. Eventually, this leads them to irrational and 
imbalanced behavior. 

Believing women, since they read the Qur'an, know that their ego al- 
ways tempts them toward wickedness and that Satan will try to persuade 
them to indulge in imbalanced and irrational behavior and to act on their 
instincts. In many verses, He reminds people that those who accept the 
Qur'an's guidance and follow the voice of their conscience will develop an 
ideal personality and become distinguished in both worlds. 

Muslim women acquire this strong and superior personality by fol- 
lowing the path shown by Allah. This involves conforming their respons- 
es to Islam's values in order to develop a measured and balanced person- 
ality. Their actions, viewpoints, and logic will never surprise other people, 
for their personalities will always reflect the stability flowing from the 
Qur'an's morality. In other words, they will have reliable personalities, un- 


like all unbelieving women. 


Unbelievers think that being emotional is an important 

part of the human character. According to this view, the 

; resulting behavior is a feeling that needs to be experi- 

€. enced. Such behavioral defects as being angry, upset, 
= and introverted, or weeping, complaining, and apa- 

thy, are encouraged, for they supposedly come from the 

heart. This view is completely wrong. In unbeliev- 
ing societies, such emotionalism, especially that 
seen in women, is responsible for a weak per- 
sonality. And, as we saw above, people 

with weak personalities are, to a great 

extent, unable to think rationally or 


logically and thus cannot make 


| appropriate decisions. 
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Muslim women know the selfish ego's qualities 


and how to fight them, for their personalities and lives 


are defined by the Qur'an. They know that emotional- at i 

ism clouds the mind, prevents reality from being seen as At 
it is, and causes weakness and irresolution. In addition, NY 
they are very well aware that such stereotypical qualities as ii 
being sentimental, upset, introverted, angry, and envious are i A 

’ not consistent with the believers’ character, because Allah does not ¥ " 
like it and tells Muslims to refrain from it. NY 
These behavioral defects issue from flawed beliefs and the lack of | Wy 
sufficient awareness of certain facts. People who easily surrender to them AP 


ei! 
Ny 
have either forgotten or else continue to deny the fact that Allah is All- NL? 


Powerful; creates everything according to His wisdom, justice, and good- 


ness; creates whatever He wills; and answers all prayers. 


Genuine surrender and dedication to Him, as well as knowing that " a 
He controls everything, results in seeing goodness in everything and pre- a dh 
vents inappropriate emotion-based behavior. Muslim women guard \ 
themselves against all such behavioral defects out of their strong love, Pi WW 


and fear and respect of Allah. They seek to be role models of Islamic be- ‘YE 
havior, personality, and high morality, as the following verse reveals: aids 
"Those who say: 'Our Lord, give us joy in our wives and children and 


make us a good example for those who guard against evil" (Surat al- a Ay 

Furqan: 74). Thus, they never give way to depression or emotionalism. \ ht 
Avoiding these non-Islamic character traits, they acquire a strong ig 

personality in order to serve as examples to other women and act in full Ly 


awareness of this responsibility. By cleansing their ego from wickedness, 
they find generosity and contentment in both worlds and thus live 
.. happy lives: "It is the people who are safeguarded from the 
avarice of their own selves who are successful" (Surat al- 
Hashr: 9). 
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. 1) : Muslin ‘Wemen Have a Genuine anil 


Sincerity means to be the same in every situation; to have one's 


A HN : heart reflect its feelings as they are; and to be honest, open, and clear. In 
‘ N ‘af other words, it consists of fully and honestly revealing one's personality 
WH and thoughts without seeking any gain for doing so. An important fea- 
‘\ ture of sincerity is the impossibility of imitating in one's life what goes 
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on in one's heart. A sincere person's behavior comes from the heart, is ‘ flee 
natural, and creates a very positive and lasting impression on other peo- : ¥ 
ple. A genuine person's looks, conversation, style, and body language 7 
are natural and influential. Wi f 
However, many people are unaware of sincerity's power and effect hh 
and so look for it elsewhere. Some people resort to pretence, hoping to ie 
discover what behavior or way of thinking will please the other people. , 
A OF ry. 
Since all people have different character traits, these insincere people de- ald 
‘Rie 
velop a suitable personality for each person they want to influence, be- Ry 
have differently, and try to appear as if they were representing different al 
thoughts. But since this insincere approach forces people into hypocrisy, a nf fj 
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Kazasker Mustafa Izzet's calligraphy: "Allah is the Best of protectors. He is 
the Most Compassionate of the compassionate." 


it does not have the desired effect and eventually creates an atmosphere 
of repulsion, coldness, and distance. In addition, such people make oth- 
ers nervous, for they never know what to expect. 
Allah tells us about such people: 
Allah has made a metaphor for them of a man owned by several partners 
in dispute with one another, and another man wholly owned by a single 
man. Are they the same? Praise be to Allah! The fact is that most of them 


do not know. (Surat az-Zumar: 29) 


Unbelievers consider pretence a legitimate behavior, because they 
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do not reflect sufficiently upon the consequences of insincerity toward 
Allah and other people. Pretence is especially common among unbeliev- 
ing women, for some of them appear to like and take an interest in oth- 
ers, whom they neither respect nor like, but backbite nevertheless be- 
cause of some common interests that they may have. They can lie and 
cheat one another without a second thought or, by concealing their an- 
tipathy, create the opposite impression. Likewise, they can conceal these 
feelings and try to fool the people they value and like very much. 

Muslim women do not behave this way, because their lives are 
guided by their sincere fear and respect of Allah. They never worry 
about pleasing anyone for some small material gain, for Allah and many 
other people despise such behavior. Rather, they seek to behave in a way 
that will win them His good pleasure. They also know that Allah likes 
only those who are sincere, for "He knows what the heart contains" 
(Surat ash-Shura: 24). In another verse, Allah says: "Though you speak 
out loud, He knows your secrets and what is even more concealed" 
(Surah Ta-Ha: 7). For this reason, only unbelievers seek to conceal from 
others what is really in their hearts. 

Besides, Muslim women know that winning people's pleasure will 
not benefit them in either world, for Allah has revealed that He will not 
forgive anyone who ascribes partners to Him. Therefore, all believers 
must refrain from such behavior, for seeking to win other people's ap- 


proval is just one of the many ways of ascribing partners to Allah. 


Allah reminds people not to lie: 


O You who believe! Have fear [and respect] of Allah and speak the right 
word. He will put your actions right for you and forgive you your wrong 
deeds. (Surat al-Ahzab: 70-71) 
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... Have done with the defilement of idols and with telling lies. (Surat al- 

Hajj: 30) 

He also reveals that turning the truth upside down and lying brings 
evil and Satan's friendship: 

Shall I tell you upon whom the demons descend? They descend on every 

evil liar. They give them a hearing, and most of them are liars. (Surat 

ash-Shu'ara': 221-223) 

As Allah reveals with "Cursed be the liars" (Surat adh-Dhariyat: 
10), Muslim women know that Allah disapproves of lying and so refrain 
from it. Aware that all of their words will confront them in the Hereafter, 
believing women speak only words of goodness, which will be reward- 
ed with Allah's grace and mercy. 

Lies, which will bring great loss in the Hereafter, bring no benefit in 
this world either. As they always lead to psychological and material loss, 
hypocritical and insincere people reflect their true nature on their faces. 
Admitting to themselves that they are dishonest and insincere, they lose 
their self-respect and the respect for those whom they deceive. 
Nevertheless, they believe that others do not perceive their insincerity 
and so develop a superiority complex toward them. But such behavior 
leads to a major difficulty: One is forced to develop more and more elab- 
orate lies to conceal the truth, and therefore lives with the constant fear 
of being exposed. Allah will expose their insincerity and lies either in 
this world or the next. 

On the other hand, telling the truth is superior and dignifying. 
Allah reveals the difference between good words and corrupt words in 
the following example: 

Do you not see how Allah makes a metaphor of a good word: a good tree 

whose roots are firm and whose branches are in heaven? It bears fruit 


regularly by its Lord's permission. Allah makes metaphors for people so 


The Muslim Women's Ideal Character 


a y 
Wo NY 


that, hopefully, they will pay heed. The metaphor of a corrupt word is 

that of a rotten tree, uprooted on Earth's surface. It has no staying-pow- 

er. Allah makes those who believe firm with the Firm Word in the life of 

this world and the Hereafter. But Allah misguides the wrongdoers. 
Allah does whatever He wills. (Surah Ibrahim: 24-27) 


Aware of the goodness and prosperity inherent in truth 


and honesty, Muslim women never compromise in such 


5 matters, regardless of the consequences to themselves or 


others. With courage and openness, they speak the truth at 

all times. Allah reveals this character trait: 
O you who believe! Be upholders of justice, bearing witness 
for Allah alone, even against yourselves or your parents 
and relatives. Whether they are rich or poor, Allah is well 
able to look after them. Do not follow your own desires and 
deviate from the truth. If you twist or turn away, Allah is aware 

of what you do. (Surat an-Nisa': 135) 
Allah also reminds people not to sacrifice truth and hon- 
esty in moments of anger: 

O you who believe! Show integrity for the sake of Allah, bearing wit- 

ness with justice. Do not let hatred for a people incite you into not being 

just. Be just. That is closer to heedfulness. Have fear of Allah. Allah is 

aware of what you do. (Surat al-Ma'ida: 8) 

In unbelieving societies, many women lie to their family members, 
spouses, children, siblings, or friends. They have an excuse for each of 
these lies: some lies are harmless, it is alright to lie in order to benefit 
someone, or white lies do not count. For instance, they believe that there 
is nothing wrong with lying about where they have been, whom they 
have been with, or on what they have spent their money. Such things, 


they claim, are little harmless lies common in every marriage. 
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In reality, none of these excuses is valid, since 
Allah has forbidden lies. Moreover, lying is a char- 
acteristic of Satan. As we know, Satan resorted to 
lies in order to get Prophet Adam (as) and his wife 
expelled from Paradise. 

Muslim women know the final destination of 
liars, for their guiding principles are the Qur'an 
and our Prophet's (saas) sunnah. Therefore, they 
refrain from this activity and strive to remain hon- 
est, because following the truth at all times will 
bring goodness and respect. Our Prophet (saas) 
told the believers that: 

"Truthfulness leads to righteousness, and right- 
eousness leads to Paradise. And a man keeps on telling 


the truth until he becomes a truthful person." 


Muslim Wemen Are Brave 


A common stereotype, often held by unbe- 
lieving men, is that women do not have the neces- 
sary patience and maturity to deal with certain 
stressful situations. In fact, they believe that 
women actually make matters worse and become 
liabilities. There is an element of truth in this 
claim. Whereas men tend to remain cool even in 
very dangerous situations and just deal with it 
courageously, unbelieving women often surren- 
der to fear and panic, thereby escalating the situa- 
tion and making it even more difficult for them- 


selves. For this reason, men are often forced to 
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calm their women down while trying to resolve the situation. 
Such a situation is inconceivable for Muslim women, for their love, 
trust, dedication, and submission to Allah help them develop a strong, 


courageous, and brave personality. They know that Allah will test them 


with hardship and that those who remain firm in their submission and 


dedication to Him will be rewarded with His mercy. This makes them 
even more determined, as Allah reveals below: 
Many a Prophet has been killed, when there were many thousands with 
him. They did not give up in the face of what assailed them in the Way 
of Allah, nor did they weaken, nor did they yield. Allah loves the stead- 
fast. (Surah Al Imran: 146) 


Those who, when disaster strikes them, say: "We belong to Allah, and to 

Him we will return." (Surat al-Baqara: 156) 

Those to whom people said: "The people have gathered against you, so 

fear them." But that merely increased their faith, and they said: "Allah is 

enough for us and the Best of Guardians." (Surah Al 'Imran: 173) 

This bravery is based on their lack of concern for their worldly life, 
for they know that their submission and trust in Allah will be rewarded 
in the best possible way. Allah gave life and will take it back again, just 
as He gave everything else (e.g., health, youth, and property) and will 
take it all back again. Aware of this truth, and that Allah creates every- 
thing according to His wisdom and goodness, they maintain their peace 
of mind. As a result, believing women never lose heart in the face of dan- 
ger, hardship, or personal risk. 

Furthermore, their courage is reflected in their determination to ob- 
serve the limits that Allah has imposed upon humanity. Whatever the 
situation, they do not make compromises with the Qur'an's morality or 
fear or respect any thing or being other than Allah. Allah reveals this 


quality in the verse given below: 


Wanryam: rou Exemplary Muslim Woman 
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... those who conveyed Allah's Message and had fear [and respect] of 
Him, fearing [and respecting] no one except Allah. Allah suffices as a 
Reckoner. (Surat al-Ahzab: 39) 


Allah defines the believers as "those who turn away from worth- 
less talk" (Surat al-Mu'minun: 3) and "those who do not bear false wit- 
ness and who, when they pass by worthless talk, pass by with digni- 
ty" (Surat al-Furgan: 72). In other words, Muslims who come face to face 
with such situations do not compromise on their dignity and honor and 
do not behave in an un-Islamic manner. 

Passing time in such ways is common among unbelieving women. 
As we mentioned above, women who have not acquired great ideals are 
characterized by certain types of behavior. Some are of benefit to their 
families, their environment, and themselves, while others are just habits 
designed to pass time. Some of the best known of these are socializing 
with friends on certain days, spending the whole day watching televi- 
sion programs of no particular value, spending hours on the phone, 
complaining about anything and everything, gossiping, and discussing 
other people's shortcomings. The common denominator of all these ac- 
tivities is that they benefit no one. 

Allah reveals that such people's hearts are drawn toward the things 
of this world: 

Their hearts are distracted. (Surat al-Anbiya': 3) 

Muslim women avoid such useless activities, since they are well 
aware that Allah has granted people only a limited amount of time. 
Knowing that they must use this time to win Allah's good pleasure, mer- 


cy, and His Paradise, they live every moment of their lives accordingly. 


Not willing to waste even one moment with pointless activities or small 


talk, which they will regret in the Hereafter, they strive to do good deeds. 


As He reveals, they are engaged in a constant race to win His good plea- 
sure: "They believe in Allah and the Last Day, enjoin the right and for- 
bid the wrong, and compete in doing good. They are among the be- 
lievers." (Surah Al 'Imran: 114) 
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Wealth and sons are the embellishment of the life of this world. But, in 

your Lord's sight, right actions that are lasting bring a better reward and 

are a better basis for hope. (Surat al-Kahf: 46) 

Through this verse, Allah reveals an important fact to people: Those 
things that are so important for some and to which they dedicate their 
entire lives to obtaining, are only the temporary pleasures of this life. 
The only true and lasting values are the spiritual values and their firm 
establishment in a person's life. But people who disregard this reality 
chase wealth, status, and property due to their misguided belief that 


these will bring them honor, respect, and true values. Likewise, they 


Lh 
? 
= 
—— 
i" 
! a ea 
‘ € 


ee if a 1 
AF ee — we 
Pe a ee | 
om, I ‘i ea F 

a aay ih Ste ote fc” ELD 
= = * a 1 rm 

—_ — j os 

al 


measure others with these values and, according to their material 
wealth, decide whether to respect, like, and admire them or not. 

In reality, Allah gives all of these things as gifts for the people to 
use. But the qualities that bring distinction and worth in His presence as 
well as here on Earth, such as honor, chastity, and integrity, are very dif- 
ferent. These qualities, along with the Muslims' fear and respect of Allah, 
give purpose and value to their life and win them other people's sincere 
respect and love. Even the richest, most beautiful or powerful person 
cannot have the same degree of superiority and exalted nature as a 
chaste, honorable, and virtuous person. A person of such qualities has a 


natural radiance, beauty, and depth of soul. 
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Allah reveals that He honors 


those who make a genuine effort to 


live by the Qur'an's morality and fear 


and respect Him, as is His due: "If you 


avoid the serious wrong actions you : 4 
have been forbidden, We will erase ties 
your bad actions and admit you by a i jj 
Gate of Honor" (Surat an-Nisa': 31) \ i i 
and that: ety 
The men and women who give char- f vy 
ity and make a good loan to Allah if v 
will have it increased for them, and i i fi 
they will have a generous reward. ae 
(Surat al-Hadid: 18) Wag 
People's true honor is revealed by \f Hs 
their refusal to become base when a es, 
with base people, to seek little gains by ' a 
little frauds, to behave like unbeliev- ye 
ers, lie, and become a hypocrite. In ’ } . 
other words, they respond to all peo- = \f Mf 
ple with the same maturity and good * ue 
character. Muslim women display id 
honor and integrity by behaving in ac- i, ; i ' 
cordance with their complete fear and * “kt 
respect of Allah, as well as their total i ve 
belief in and submission to Him. They id 
never compromise over such issues, ‘ ih Hf 
for they know that doing so will dis- ' ae 
please Him and put them on the same hie 
level as unbelievers. J 
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the Book and perform prayer 
We will not let the wage offthe 
righteous be wasted. 
(Surat al-A‘raf, 170) 


In many verses, Allah mentions the importance of chastity and how it 
benefits women. He reveals that Maryam's character and chastity is an ex- 
ample for all women, regardless of time or location, and reminds them of 
their ensuing superiority: 

And when the angels said: "Maryam, Allah has chosen you and purified 

you. He has chosen you over all other women." (Surah Al 'Imran: 42) 

In other verses, Allah reminds people that chastity is an important 
and defining characteristic of Muslim women: 

If any of you do not have the means to marry free women who are believ- * 

ers, you may marty slave girls who are believers. Allah knows best about 

your faith; you are all the same in that respect. Marry them with their own- 
ers' permission and give them their dowries correctly and courteously as 
married women, not in fornication or taking them as lovers. (Surat an- 

Nisa’: 25) 

... SO are chaste women from among the believers and chaste women of 

those given the Book before you, once you have given them their dowries 

in marriage, not in fornication or taking them as lovers. But as for anyone . er 
who rejects faith, his actions will come to nothing, and in the Hereafter he 

will be among the losers. (Surat al-Ma'ida: 5) 

Chastity brings honor and respect to women and prevents their being 
made to suffer in society. In another verse, Allah states that "this makes it 
more likely that they will be recognized and not be harmed" (Surat al- 
Ahzab: 59). 

Muslim women acquire honor, integrity, and respect by adhering to 
the limits that Allah has established for humanity. A person's virtuous and 
chaste nature can be determined from his or her behavior, conversation, 
movements, facial expressions, and even from a smile. A chaste woman has 
a natural aura of well-being, a radiant personality, and a trustworthy char- 
acter. As Allah reveals, Muslims are recognized by these qualities. In fact, 
"their mark is on their faces, the traces of prostration..." (Surat al-Fath: 
29): 
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biding by the Qur'an leads one to the right 
path, for "News has come to them that 
contains a threat: consummate wisdom..." 
(Surat al-Qamar: 4-5). In another verse, 
Allah reminds us that the Qur'an's verses 


_ and accounts of past people provide many 


* examples and much advice: "There is in- 
struction in their stories for people of in- 
telligence. This is not a narration that has been invented, 
but a confirmation of all that came before, a clarification 
of everything, and a guidance and a mercy for people 
who believe" (Surah Yusuf: 111). 
; Allah mentions the devout women who submitted to 
“\f Him from the depth of their hearts so that believers could 
= learn about their exemplary character traits and then emu- 
late them. Also, these verses speak of women who persist 
in their unbelief despite being invited to believe, and thus 
distance themselves from His mercy. 
In the following pages, we will explore the good char- 
acter examples of the devout Muslim women mentioned in 
the Qur'an and reveal the features of those unbelieving 
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wer . women who became lost in denial. We can learn several important 
lessons from those who either could not or would not comprehend the 
oh : superiority of faith despite being under the protection of Prophets. 


MV Fhe Goad Character of Pharachs Wife 

‘ Wa Allah mentions two female role models for believers: Maryam 
“hk } ¥ and Pharaoh's wife. From the very beginning of this book, we have 
a A shown how Allah chose Maryam above all other women be- 


cause of her chastity, heart-felt devotion to Him, and strong 


faith in Him. The character of Pharaoh's wife is described 
below: 
Allah has made an example for those who believe: the 
wife of Pharaoh, when she said: "My Lord, build a 
house in the Garden for me in Your presence, 
rescue me from Pharaoh and his deeds, and 
rescue me from this wrongdoing people." 
(Surat at-Tahrim: 11) 
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Pharaoh's wife is another role model for believing women. “ it if 
She witnessed from close up Pharaoh's violent nature, the ex- wih ai 
tremes to which he took his denial, and how he oppressed the Wor 
Jews. \ Hf 
As "Pharaoh was high and mighty in the land. He was one = et 
of the profligate" (Surah Yunus: 83) reveals, Pharaoh was a mer- wi : 
rae - 
ciless and wicked man who subjected his people to violence. 4 
For example, he did not harm women but killed their male a 


children. This punishment was unbearable. All of Egypt 


belonged to him, and he lived in great wealth and 
grandeur. No one dared to disagree with him or 
rebel against him, for he was, by Egyptian tra- 
dition, claiming to be the god of the 
Egyptians and the Israelites. 

Allah sent Prophet Musa (as) 
as a reminder to Pharaoh and as 


a savior to the Israelites. 


ey i Upon Prophet Musa's (as) inviting the Egyptians to Allah's true religion 
: and calling them to forsake their idols for Allah, Pharaoh threatened 


everyone that: "If you take any god other than me, I will certainly 


Z. 


throw you into prison" (Surat ash-Shu'ara’: 29). As a result, only a few 


a ne 


young people believed: "No one believed in Musa, except for a few of 
his people, out of fear that Pharaoh and the elders 


would persecute them" (Surah Yunus: 


Ze 
- = 


F 83). The court magicians who answered 


Prophet Musa's (as) call to faith by believ- 


ing in him came face to face with 


LA 


= 
Pharaoh's wicked and violent methods: 


ee all 


Pharaoh said: "Have you believed in him before I authorized you 


ac, 


to do so? This is just some plot you have concocted in the city 


to drive its people from it. I will 


cut off your alternate hands xT 


and feet, and then I will cru- 


cify every one of you." 
(Surat al-A'raf: 123-24) 


Another verse re- 


veals the reason for such 


cruelty: 


[The magicians said:] "You 


are only avenging yourself 


on us because we believed 

in our Lord's Signs when 

they came to us. Our Lord, 

pour down steadfastness upon us 

and take us back to You as 

Muslims." (Surat al-A'raf: 126) 

Pharaoh's wickedness toward 
people who rejected his rule by be- 
lieving in Allah was clearly visible. 

But his wife, despite knowing all of 

this, did not fear Pharaoh's retribution or 

cruelty, for she considered winning Allah's good 

pleasure, love, and closeness to be far more important. Her devotion and 
submission to Him, as well as the patience, faith, and courage that she 
showed while concealing her belief under difficult circumstances, are ex- 
emplary lessons for all believers. 

In addition, it must not be forgotten that since only Pharaoh owned 
all of Egypt's treasures and gifts, she was willing to give all of these up 
in order to win Allah's good pleasure and living by Islamic morality. In 
other words, she considered all of her husband's possessions worthless. 
Her sincerity is clearly visible in her prayer: 

... When she said: "My Lord, build a house in the Garden for me in Your 

presence, rescue me from Pharaoh and his deeds, and rescue me from 

this wrongdoing people." (Surat at-Tahrim: 11) 

Her superior character proved that she was not attached to this 
worldly life but only desired Allah's good pleasure, mercy, and Paradise. 
Allah relates her genuine faith as an example for all Muslims and made 
her superior in both worlds. 
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ye The Devation of Prophet Muse's (as) Mother 


‘% ta Allah reveals that Pharaoh was a transgressor, a wicked ruler who 
ae oppressed his people and slaughtered the male children of his nation: 

Nee Pharaoh exalted himself arrogantly in the land and divided its people 

at f oy into camps, oppressing one group by slaughtering their sons and letting 
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their women live. He was one of the corrupters. (Surat al-Qasas: 4) 

Prophet Musa (as) was born in Egypt during this oppressive rule. 
Allah chose him and commanded him to struggle against Pharaoh's op- 
pression. Allah informed his mother that she should protect him: 

When We revealed to your mother: "Place him into the box and place it 

upon the sea. The sea will wash it up on the shore, where an enemy of 

Mine and his will pick it up." (Surah Ta Ha: 38-39) 

We revealed to Musa's mother: "Suckle him and then when you fear for 

him, place him upon the sea. Do not fear or grieve; We will return him 

to you and make him one of the Messengers." (Surat al-Qasas: 7) 

Allah reminded Prophet Musa's (as) mother not to fear or grieve. 
Rather, she was to put her newborn baby into a box and then place it up- 
on the water. Carrying out such an order requires one to have a most 
genuine faith and trust in Allah, not to mention submission. But his 
mother was tried with such an event and passed this test, which re- 
vealed her superior character as well as her devotion to and trust in Him. 
Thus, she became an example for all believers until the Day of Judgment. 

After she had carried out His order, and knowing that this test 
would try her to the limits, Allah strengthened her heart with patience 
and perseverance: 

Musa's mother felt a great emptiness in her heart and she almost gave 

him away; only We fortified her heart so that she would be one of the be- 

lievers. (Surat al-Qasas: 10) 

As the following verse reveals, Prophet Musa's (as) mother asked 
his sister to follow him without being seen so that she could know what 
happened to her son: "She said to his sister, 'Go after him.' She kept an 
eye on him from afar, and they were not aware" (Surat al-Qasas: 11). 

Allah determined a destiny for Prophet Musa (as) and created 
everything so that it would unfold as He willed. He had Prophet Musa 
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(as), who was to fight Pharaoh, brought to his palace and raised by his 
family. Allah also had him suckled by his true mother, for his sister ad- 
vised Pharaoh's family to raise him and suggested her own mother as his 
wetnurse: 

We first made him refuse all wetnurses, so she asked: "Shall I show you 


to a household who will feed him for you and be good to him?" (Surat 
al-Qasas: 12) 


Subsequently, Allah reunited Prophet Musa (as) with his mother for 
the following reason: 

That is how We returned him to his mother so that she might delight her 

eyes and feel no grief, and so that she would know that Allah's promise 

is true. But most of them do not know this. (Surat al-Qasas: 13) 

As the verse makes clear, Allah tested the devotion of Prophet 
Musa's (as) mother and, in return for her patience, submission, and 
strength of character, arranged events so that she could take care of him. 
Allah also made this event a cause for Prophet Musa (as), who would } ii 
one day assume great responsibilities in Egypt and fight to free the 
Israelites from Pharaoh's oppression, to be brought up in Pharaoh's 
palace in close proximity to him. Allah reveals: 

The family of Pharaoh picked him up so that he might be an enemy and 
a source of grief to them. Certainly Pharaoh, Haman, and their troops 


were in the wrong. (Surat al-Qasas: 8) 


The wife of Pharaoh said: "A source of delight for me and 
for you; do not kill him. It may well be that he will be of 
use to us, or perhaps we could adopt him as a son." They 


were not aware. (Surat al-Qasas: 9) 


Allah creates everything according to a specific destiny 


and tries people with events within this destiny. As He reveals, 

our Lord gives good news to those who are patient, as in the case 

of Prophet Musa’'s (as) mother, and will guide them to goodness with 

His mercy: 
We will test you with a certain amount of fear and hunger, and loss of 
wealth, life, and fruits. But give good news to the steadfast. (Surat al- 
Baqara: 155) 


The Women Prophet Musa (0s) Heleed 


Allah reveals that after leaving Egypt, Prophet Musa (as) went east to- 
ward Madyan. There, he saw two women who were waiting near a 
well so that their animals drink. When he asked them about this, they, 
told him that because their father was too old to do this job, they had 
to bring their animals. However, they had to wait because of 
the shepherds who were already at the water. Allah reveals 
this situation: 

When he arrived at the water of Madyan, he found a crowd 

of people drawing water there. Standing apart from them, 

he found two women holding back their sheep. He asked: 

"What are you two doing here?" They said: "We cannot 

draw water until the shepherds have driven off their sheep. 

You see, our father is a very old man." So he drew water for them. 


(Surat al-Qasas: 23-24) 


Their behavior shows that they were strictly chaste women who 


sought to protect themselves in environments that they considered unsafe 
and unbecoming. The shepherds caused them to stay away from the well. 
Prophet Musa's (as) trustworthy appearance convinced the women that it 
would be alright to speak with him. After learning of their plight, he took 
it upon himself to help them by watering their animals. 

The behavior of these two women is a good example for all Muslim 
women. In spite of being in need, they preferred to guard their chastity 
even though it complicated matters for them. Knowing that it was more 
important to please Allah, they chose to wait. Consequently, Allah sent 
them a trustworthy person to help them. 

Allah gave them a great blessing by sending Prophet Musa (as) to 
them, who then watered their animals and prayed: "My Lord, I am truly 
in need of any good You have in store for me" (Surat al-Qasas: 24). Later, 
one of the women returned and said that her father had invited him to his 
house in return for his help: 

One of them came walking shyly up to him and said: "My father invites 

you so that he can pay you your wage for drawing water for us." (Surat al- 


Qasas: 25) 


One of them said: "Hire him, father. The best person to hire is someone 

strong and trustworthy." (Surat al-Qasas: 26) 

Clearly she meant to inform her father that she considered Prophet 
Musa (as) to be a trustworthy person. After seeing the truth of his daugh- 
ter's words, their father asked him to consider marrying one of his daugh- 
ters. 


These women's behavior, especially their protection of their chastity, 


is a good example for all Muslims. In return for their devotion in this re- 


spect, Allah eased their burden with a trustworthy person and let one of 


them become Prophet Musa's (as) wife. 
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Thanks to Allah's grace and gifts, Prophet 
Sulayman (as) established a great kingdom, one that 
is still admired, with his armies formed of men and 
jinns. His palace was built using the most advanced 
technologies of that era and displayed a great aesthet- 
ic style. The Qur'an relates that Balqis, the queen of 
Saba, entered into an economical and political dia- 
logue with Prophet Sulayman (as). No doubt, there is 
much wisdom and advice in this information for be- 
lievers. 

Allah reveals that a hoopoe in Prophet 
Sulayman's (as) army brought him some important 
news about the queen of Saba: 

However, it was not long delayed, and then it [the 

hoopoe] said: "I have comprehended something you 

have not and bring you accurate intelligence from 

Saba. I found a woman ruling over them who has 

been given everything. She possesses a mighty 

throne. I found both her and her people prostrating 
to the sun instead of Allah. Satan has made their ac- 
tions seem good to them and debarred them from 
the Way, so they are not guided and do not prostrate 
to Allah, Who brings out what is hidden in the heav- 
ens and Earth, and knows what you conceal and 

what you divulge." (Surat an-Naml: 22-25) 

First, the hoopoe gave Prophet Sulayman (as) 
some information about the queen's qualities: She had 
everything in abundance, ruled the kingdom of Saba, 
and had a great throne. He drew the attention thereby 


to the power of her kingdom and her rule. 


ai eee faite fea ving dom 
Bea e)othwnichhwill nevedoe 
| | ee 


Fea 
| 
shot 


4 


Based on this information, Prophet Sulayman (as) wrote 
a letter to Balqis and invited her to believe in Allah and sur- 
render to him. The queen immediately realized the signifi- 
cance of this letter and discussed it with her inner circle. This 


event is related in the Qur'an: 


She said: "O council! A noble letter has been delivered to me. 

It is from Sulayman and says: 'In the name of Allah, the 

Merciful, the Compassionate. Do not rise up against me, but 

come to me in submission." She said: "O council. Give me your 

opinion about this matter. It is not my habit to make a final de- 
cision until I have heard what you have to say." (Surat an- 

Nam: 29-32) 

Her council responded: "We possess strength and great 
force. But the matter is in your hands, so consider what you 
command" (Surat an-Naml: 33). This shows that she had great 
power over her kingdom. 

She took up the advice of her aids and chose caution: 

"When kings enter a city, they lay waste to it and make its 

mightiest inhabitants the most abased. That is what they too 

will do. I will send them a gift, and then wait and see what the 

messengers bring back." (Surat an-Naml: 34-35) 

Her primary goal was to discover his true intention. 
Prophet Sulayman (as), who understood her strategy, rejected 
the gifts and sent her another message: 

[Sulayman said to the messenger:] "Return to them. We will 

come to them with troops they cannot face, and will expel them 

from it abased and humiliated." (Surat an-Naml: 37) 

He warned her once more of his army's irresistible power 
and warned her to surrender. He also requested that his army's 


leaders bring her throne to him, for it symbolized her rule. A de- 
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Nicholaus Knupfer's "The Queen of Sheba before Solomon," oil 
painting measuring 73.5 x 81 cm, is displayed in the Hermitage 
Museum, St. Petersburg, Russia. 


mon from among the jinns brought it in the 
time it takes to blink, and Prophet 
Sulayman (as) then had it altered. When 


f | Balgis finally came to him, he asked her 


whether this throne belonged to her: 

Then when she came, she was asked: "Is 

your throne like this?" She said: "It is ex- 

actly like it. We were given the knowl- 
edge before it, and we were submissive." 

And what she worshipped besides Allah 

impeded her. She was from an unbeliev- 

ing people. (Surat an-Naml: 42-43) 

In spite of being from a land of sun 
worshippers, the queen of Saba was quite 
affected by the genuine manner of Prophet 
Sulayman's (as) letter, his rational style, 
power, and most impressive palace. All of 
this led her to believe and become a 
Muslim. Allah reveals her submission to 
him: 

She was told: "Enter the courtyard." But 

when she saw it, she supposed it to be a 

pool and bared her legs. He said: "It is a 

courtyard paved with glass." She said: 

"My Lord, I have wronged myself, but I 

have submitted with Sulayman to the 

Lord of all the worlds." (Surat an-Naml: 

44) 

This account of the queen of Saba and 
_ Prophet Sulayman (as) contains wisdom 


and advice. The queen's ability to reason 


correctly enabled her to see the truth and act accordingly. In 


spite of her very different beliefs, she surrendered to 


Allah and believed in Him without hesitation when she 
realized the truth. This is an example of exemplary be- 


havior. 


Wemen in Denial: The Wives of 
Prophet Lut (as) and Prophet Nuh (as) 


The Qur'an also relates information about two 
women who denied Him and so met their final fate: an 
abode in Hell. They had something very important in com- 
mon: Their husbands were Prophets. 

Prophets were people chosen by Allah, Who honored 
them by making them His Messengers and increasing their 
physical as well as mental abilities. For this reason, it is very im- 
portant to note that the wives of Prophet Nuh (as) and Prophet 
Lut (as) did not believe, despite knowing that Prophets acted only 
according to true revelation and witnessing their husbands' genuine 
belief, good character, wise speech, and rational decisions. These 
two women, however, later became ungrateful and betrayed 
them. Allah says: 

Allah has made an example for those who are an unbelieving peo- 

ple: the wife of Nuh and the wife of Lut. They were married to two of 

Our servants who were believers, but they betrayed them and were not 

helped at all against Allah. They were told: "Enter the Fire along with all 

who enter it." (Surat at-Tahrim: 10) 

Despite their closeness to these Prophets loved by Allah and win- 
ners of His good pleasure and Paradise, these women did 
not benefit from Allah's mercy. Moreover, their in- 


sincerity caused them to call His wrath upon them- 
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selves. For example, Prophet Lut's (as) wife was de- 


stroyed along with her unbelieving people: 


The only response of his people was to say: "Drive 
the family of Lut out of your city! They are people 
who keep themselves pure!" So We rescued him 
and his family—except for his wife. We ordained 
her to be one of those who stayed behind. We 
rained down a rain upon them. How evil is the rain 


of those who are warned! (Surat an-Naml: 56-58) 


[The angels said:] "We are going to destroy the peo- 
ple of this city. Truly its inhabitants are wrongdo- 
ers." He [Ibrahim] said: "Lut is in it." They said: 
"We know very well who is in it. We are going to 
rescue him and his family—except for his wife. 
She will be one of those who stay behind." When 
Our messengers [angels] came to Lut, he was dis- 
tressed on their account, feeling incapable of pro- 
tecting them. They said: "Do not fear and do not 
grieve. We are going to rescue you and your fami- 
ly—except for your wife; she will be one of those 
who stay behind. We will bring down on the in- 
habitants of this city a devastating punishment 
from heaven because of their deviance." (Surat al- 
"Ankabut: 31-34) 


Both of these women were given a great oppor- 
tunity in life by becoming the wives of Prophets. 
But neither women could convert this oppor- 
tunity into a great reward in both worlds, 
and so they did not attain such heights. For 
this reason, they experienced Allah's wrath 

and were debased and belittled. 
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betray him. He also told her that evildoers would not find salvation and 
that what she desired was evil. Allah relates the entire event in 
the following verse: 

The woman whose house it was solicited him. She barred the 
doors and said: "Come over here." He said: "Allah is my 
refuge! He is my lord and has been good to me with where I 
live. Those who do wrong will surely not succeed." (Surah 
Yusuf: 23) 

Fully aware of the limits established for hu- 
manity by Allah, Prophet Yusuf (as) rebuffed her 
advances: 

She wanted him and he would have wanted her, had 
he not seen the Clear Proof of his Lord. That hap- 
pened so that We might avert from him 
all evil and lust. He was Our 
chosen servant. (Surah 
Yusuf: 24) 
During this 
confrontation, the 
woman's husband 
entered the room. To 
preserve her reputa- 
tion, the woman lied and, 
despite Prophet Yusuf's (as) 
chaste and devout behavior, ac- 
cused him of trying to seduce 
her, and demanded that he be 
punished. The Qur'anic account 
relates: 


They raced to the door. She tore his shirt at the back. They met her husband 
by the door. She asked: "How should a man whose intention was to harm 
your family be punished for what he did, except with prison or painful 

punishment?" (Surah Yusuf: 25) 

Clearly, she had an evil character and did not fear or respect Allah, for 2 
she sought to betray her husband by committing a sin and slandering an 
innocent man so that he, and not she, would be punished. This also indi- 
cates that her selfish desire overrode her conscience. 

In the face of these dangerous accusations, Prophet Yusuf (as) told the 
truth: "It was she who tried to seduce me" (Surah Yusuf: 26). One of the 
woman's relatives made a suggestion about how to ascertain the truth: 

A witness from her people then declared: "If his shirt is torn in front, she 

speaks the truth and he has clearly told a shameless lie. If his shirt is torn “ 

at the back, then she has lied and he has clearly told the simple truth." % 

(Surah Yusuf: 26-27) 

Following this suggestion, her husband saw that Prophet Yusuf's (as) 
shirt was torn from behind. Therefore, it became evident that Prophet hE 
Yusuf (as) had been running toward the door and that his wife had been : 
chasing him. Allah reveals the governor's response: 

He saw the shirt torn at the back and said: "The source of this is women's 

deviousness. Without a doubt, your guile is very great. Yusuf, ignore all of 

this. And you, my wife, should ask forgiveness for your evil act. There is 

no doubt that you are in the wrong." (Surah Yusuf: 28-29) 

As these verses make clear, the governor knew that Prophet 
Yusuf (as) was innocent. However, this was not the end of this 
affair. As the following verse reveals, word of this incident 
spread outside the palace: "Some city women said: . 
'The governor's wife solicited her ser- 


vant. He's fired her heart with 


love. We see that she's the one to blame" (Surah Yusuf: 30). These 
women were aware that Prophet Yusuf (as) was not to blame, but that 
the governor's wife was. When the wife realized that she was the talk of 
the town, she began to hatch another scheme. 

Seeking to prove that she could not be faulted for desiring Prophet 
Yusuf (as) who, as the verses reveal, was extremely handsome, she 
sought to make them partners in her shameful deed. She invited the 
women to her home. When they arrived, they were given fruit knives so 
that they could peel their fruit. Then she told Prophet Yusuf (as) to enter 
the room and watched their reactions. When they saw him, they were so 
stunned by his handsomeness that they cut themselves. Allah reveals: 

But when she heard of their malicious talk, she sent for them and made 

a sumptuous meal. Then she gave a knife to each of them. She said [to 

Yusuf]: "Go out to them." When they saw him, they were amazed by him 

and cut their hands. They exclaimed: "Allah preserve us! This is no man. 

What can this be but a noble angel here!" (Surah Yusuf: 31) 

Prophet Yusuf's (as) handsomeness made these women remember 
Allah, and so they praised Him for the beauty He had created. They 
claimed that such beauty could not be human and that Yusuf (as) must 
be an angel. The governor's wife admitted to them that she had sought 
to seduce him and that he had tried to remain chaste. Nevertheless, she 
repeated her desire for him in their presence once more: 

She said: "You see! It's him you blamed me for. I tried to seduce him, but 

he refused. If he does not do what I order him, he will be put in prison 

and brought low." (Surah Yusuf: 32) 

Her behavior exposed her wicked and ugly character. Maybe she 
thought that she could get away with it because of her status and wealth. 
She made an ugly offer, and Prophet Yusuf (as) countered it by seeking 
refuge with Allah from her: 
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My Lord, the prison is preferable to me than what they call on me to do. 

Unless You turn their guile away from me, it may well be that I will fall 

for them and so become a man of ignorance. (Surah Yusuf: 33) 

Allah answered his prayer and removed this conspiracy against 
him. The governor and all of the women who witnessed his wife's offer, 
despite knowing that Prophet Yusuf (as) was innocent, chose to side 
with injustice and acted without conscience: The governor ordered 
Prophet Yusuf (as) to be imprisoned. He remained there for many years, 
as Allah reveals: "Then, after they had seen the Signs, they thought that 
they should still imprison him for a time" (Surah Yusuf: 35). Allah 
thwarted the women's schemes and, in return for his devotion and sin- 
cerity to Him, freed Prophet Yusuf (as) from prison, proclaimed his in- 
nocence, and made him a leader in Egypt. 

These events contain a great deal of information that all believers 
should ponder. The actions of the Egyptian governor's wife and the oth- 
er women clearly show how the unbelievers’ conspiracies affect believ- 
ers, just how determined these misguided people can be, and how they 
can rationalize their treachery to themselves. People who do not fear or 
respect Allah can easily violate their conscience, scheme against the in- 
nocent in order to achieve their selfish desires, and think nothing of slan- 
dering the innocent. As Allah reveals through this governor's words: 
"The source of this is women's deviousness. Without a doubt, your 
guile is very great" (Surah Yusuf: 28). Other verses relate this aspect of 
unbelieving women: 

Do not be like a woman who spoils the thread she has spun by unravel- 

ling it after it is strong, by making your oaths a means of deceiving one 

another, merely because one community is bigger than another. Allah is 
only testing you by this. He will make clear to you on the Day of 

Resurrection the things about which you differed. (Surat an-Nahl: 92) 
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aryam was an exalted woman, one 
praised by Allah and given the respon- 
sibility of bringing Prophet "Isa (as) in- 
to this world: "Maryam, Allah has 
chosen you and purified you. He has 
chosen you over all other women" 
(Surah Al ‘Imran: 42). Allah made her a 
role model for all future generations. 


Allah also revealed Prophet 'Isa's (as) closeness to 
Him: "His name is the Messiah, 'Isa son of Maryam, of 
high esteem in this world and the Hereafter, and one of 
those brought near" (Surah Al ‘Imran: 45). With the phrase 
"he was pleasing to his Lord" (Surah Maryam: 55), Allah 
reveals His pleasure with Prophet Isma’il (as). He praises 
Prophet Idris (as) and reveals his high status in His pres- 
ence: "Mention Idris in the Book. He was a true man and 
a Prophet. We raised him up to a high place" (Surah 
Maryam: 56-57). Allah mentions Prophet Ibrahim (as), 
Prophet Ishaq (as), and Prophet Ya'qub (as) as men of 
strength, foresight, and superiority: "In Our eyes, they are 


among the best of chosen men" (Surah Sad: 47). Allah also 
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states that Prophet Isma’il (as), Prophet Al-Yasa' (as) and Prophet Dhu'l- 
Kifl (as) were: "among the best of men" (Surah Sad: 48), and praises 
Prophet Sulayman (as) for his devotion: "What an excellent servant! He 
truly turned to his Lord" (Surah Sad: 30). And as for Prophet Ibrahim 
(as), Allah says: "Allah took Ibrahim as an intimate friend" (Surat an- 
Nisa’: 125). 

Allah reveals that our Prophet Muhammad (saas) is "truly vast in 


character," and will have "a wage that never fails" (Surat al-Qalam: 3-4). 


ee 


No doubt, the fact that Allah praises His Prophets and other devout 
Muslims in this manner clearly reveals their dignified status. It is a great 
honor to be told such things as Allah is pleased with you, that you have 
been raised to a high status, that you have been chosen as Allah's close 
friend, to be one of the deserving, or that you are a good servant. Every 
believer desires to be rewarded with His closeness, friendship, and good 
pleasure. In order to realize this desire, however, they must not consid- 
er these gifts as being only for Prophets and must realize that our Lord's 
mercy and grace is very great. Allah has revealed that He will answer all 
of the prayers made by the sincere believers who turn to Him. For this 
reason, both men and women must do their best to attain the Prophets' 
high status. 

"Those for whom the Best from Us was preordained will be far 
away from it" (Surat al-Anbiya': 101). This verse refers to those to whom 
our Lord gave goodness. Allah gives everyone, regardless of gender, the 
opportunity to become one of His chosen people. What we must do to 
achieve this goal is to bond with Allah through our love for Him and 
hold Him dearer than anything else by living according to what pleases 
Him. Anyone who lives this genuine faith, Allah willing, will find the 


best reward in His presence. 


arwinism, in other words the theory of 
evolution, was put forward with the 
aim of denying the fact of creation, but 
is in truth nothing but failed, unscien- 
tific nonsense. This theory, which 
claims that life emerged by chance 


from inanimate matter, was invalidat- 


ed by the scientific evidence of clear 
a , "design" in the universe and in living things. In this way, 
Hs science confirmed the fact that Allah created the universe 
and the living things in it. The propaganda carried out to- 
day in order to keep the theory of evolution alive is based 
' Ne solely on the distortion of the scientific facts, biased in- 
terpretation, and lies and falsehoods disguised as science. 
Ve Yet this propaganda cannot conceal the truth. The 
“~ fact that the theory of evolution is the greatest deception 
in the history of science has been expressed more and 
more in the scientific world over the last 20-30 years. 
Research carried out after the 1980s in particular has re- 
vealed that the claims of Darwinism are totally unfound- 
ed, something that has been stated by a large number of 
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scientists. In the United 


States in particular, many 


scientists from such differ- 


ent fields as biology, bio- 


chemistry and paleontol- 


ogy recognize the invalidi- 


ty of Darwinism and em- 


ploy the concept of intelli- 


gent design to account for 


the origin of life. This "in- 


telligent design" is a scien- 


tific expression of the fact 
that Allah created all liv- 
ing things. 


We have examined 


the collapse of the theory 
of evolution and the Charles Darwin 
proofs of creation in great sci- 

entific detail in many of our works, and are still continuing to do so. 
Given the enormous importance of this subject, it will be of great ben- 


efit to summarize it here. 


The Scientific Collapse of Darwinism 

Although this doctrine goes back as far as ancient Greece, the 
theory of evolution was advanced extensively in the nineteenth cen- 
tury. The most important development that made it the top topic of 
the world of science was Charles Darwin's The Origin of Species, pub- 
lished in 1859. In this book, he denied that Allah created different liv- 
ing species on Earth separately, for he claimed that all living beings 
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had a common ancestor and had diversified over time through small 
changes. Darwin's theory was not based on any concrete scientific 
finding; as he also accepted, it was just an "assumption." Moreover, 
as Darwin confessed in the long chapter of his book titled 
"Difficulties on Theory," the theory failed in the face of many critical 
questions. 

Darwin invested all of his hopes in new scientific discoveries, 
which he expected to solve these difficulties. However, contrary to 
his expectations, scientific findings expanded the dimensions of these 
difficulties. The defeat of Darwinism in the face of science can be re- 
viewed under three basic topics: 

1) The theory cannot explain how life originated on Earth. 

2) No scientific finding shows that the "evolutionary mecha- 
nisms" proposed by the theory have any evolutionary power at all. 

3) The fossil record proves the exact opposite of what the theory 
suggests. 

In this section, we will examine these three basic points in gen- 


eral outlines: 


The First Insurmountable Step: 

The Origin of Life 

The theory of evolution posits that all living species evolved 
from a single living cell that emerged on the primitive Earth 3.8 bil- 
lion years ago. How a single cell could generate millions of complex 
living species and, if such an evolution really occurred, why traces of 
it cannot be observed in the fossil record are some of the questions 
that the theory cannot answer. However, first and foremost, we need 
to ask: How did this "first cell" originate? 

Since the theory of evolution denies creation and any kind of su- 
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pernatural intervention, it maintains that the "first cell" originated co- 
incidentally within the laws of nature, without any design, plan or 
arrangement. According to the theory, inanimate matter must have 
produced a living cell as a result of coincidences. Such a claim, how- 
ever, is inconsistent with the most unassailable rules of biology. 


"Life Comes From Life" 

In his book, Darwin never referred to the origin of life. The prim- 
itive understanding of science in his time rested on the assumption 
that living beings had a very simple structure. Since medieval times, 
spontaneous generation, which asserts that non-living materials 
came together to form living organisms, had been widely accepted. It 
was commonly believed that insects came into being from food left- 
overs, and mice from wheat. Interesting experiments were conducted 
to prove this theory. Some wheat was placed on a dirty piece of cloth, 
and it was believed that mice would originate from it after a while. 

Similarly, maggots developing in rotting meat was assumed to 
be evidence of spontaneous generation. However, it was later under- 


stood that worms did not appear on meat 


spontaneously, but were carried there by 
flies in the form of larvae, invisible to the 
naked eye. 

Even when Darwin wrote The Origin 


of Species, the belief that bacteria could 


Louis Pasteur destroyed the belief that life 
could be created from inanimate sub- 
stances. 
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come into existence from non-living matter was widely accepted in 
the world of science. 

However, five years after the publication of Darwin's book, 
Louis Pasteur announced his results after long studies and experi- 
ments, that disproved spontaneous generation, a cornerstone of 
Darwin's theory. In his triumphal lecture at the Sorbonne in 1864, 
Pasteur said: "Never will the doctrine of spontaneous generation re- 
cover from the mortal blow struck by this simple experiment." 

For a long time, advocates of the theory of evolution resisted 
these findings. However, as the development of science unraveled 
the complex structure of the cell of a living being, the idea that life 
could come into being coincidentally faced an even greater impasse. 


Inconclusive Efforts of the Twentieth Century 
The first evolutionist who took up the subject of the origin of life 
in the twentieth century was the renowned Russian biologist 


Alexander Oparin. With various theses he advanced in the 1930s, he 


tried to prove that a living cell could originate by coincidence. These 
studies, however, were doomed to failure, and Oparin had to make 
the following confession: 

Unfortunately, however, the problem of the origin of the cell is perhaps the 

most obscure point in the whole study of the evolution of organisms.” 

Evolutionist followers of Oparin tried to carry out experiments 
to solve this problem. The best known experiment was carried out by 
the American chemist Stanley Miller in 1953. Combining the gases he 
alleged to have existed in the primordial Earth's atmosphere in an ex- 
periment set-up, and adding energy to the mixture, Miller synthe- 
sized several organic molecules (amino acids) present in the structure 
of proteins. 


One of the evolutionists’ gravest deceptions is the way they imagine that life 
could have emerged spontaneously on what they refer to as the primitive 
earth, represented in the picture above. They tried to prove these claims with 
such studies as the Miller experiment. Yet they again suffered defeat in the 
face of the scientific facts: The results obtained in the 1970s proved thai the 
atmosphere on whai they describe as the primitive earth was totally unsuited 
to life. 


Barely a few years had passed before it was revealed that this ex- 
periment, which was then presented as an important step in the 
name of evolution, was invalid, for the atmosphere used in the ex- 
periment was very different from the real Earth conditions.” 

After a long silence, Miller confessed that the atmosphere medi- 
um he used was unrealistic.” 


All the evolutionists' efforts throughout the twentieth century to 
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explain the origin of life ended in failure. The geochemist Jeffrey 
Bada, from the San Diego Scripps Institute accepts this fact in an ar- 
ticle published in Earth magazine in 1998: 
Today as we leave the twentieth century, we still face the biggest unsolved 
problem that we had when we entered the twentieth century: How did life 


originate on Earth?°° 


The Complex Structure of Life 

The primary reason why the theory of evolution ended up in 
such a great impasse regarding the origin of life is that even those liv- 
ing organisms deemed to be the simplest have incredibly complex 
structures. The cell of a living thing is more complex than all of our 
man-made technological products. Today, even in the most devel- 
oped laboratories of the world, a living cell cannot be produced by 
bringing organic chemicals together. 

The conditions required for the formation of a cell are too great 
in quantity to be explained away by coincidences. The probability of 
proteins, the building blocks of a cell, being synthesized coinciden- 
tally, is 1 in 10°” for an average protein made up of 500 amino acids. 
In mathematics, a probability smaller than 1 over 10° is considered to 
be impossible in practical terms. 

The DNA molecule, which is located in the nucleus of a cell and 
which stores genetic information, is an incredible databank. If the in- 
formation coded in DNA were written down, it would make a giant 
library consisting of an estimated 900 volumes of encyclopedias con- 
sisting of 500 pages each. 

A very interesting dilemma emerges at this point: DNA can 
replicate itself only with the help of some specialized proteins (en- 
zymes). However, the synthesis of these enzymes can be realized on- 
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ly by the information coded in DNA. As they both depend on each 
other, they have to exist at the same time for replication. This brings 
the scenario that life originated by itself to a deadlock. Prof. Leslie 
Orgel, an evolutionist of repute from the University of San Diego, 
California, confesses this fact in the September 1994 issue of the 
Scientific American magazine: 

It is extremely improbable that proteins and nucleic acids, both of which 

are structurally complex, arose spontaneously in the same place at the 

same time. Yet it also seems impossible to have one without the other. And 

so, at first glance, one might have to conclude that life could never, in fact, 

have originated by chemical means.°! 

No doubt, if it is impossible for life to have originated from nat- 
ural causes, then it has to be accepted that life was "created" in a su- 
pernatural way. This fact explicitly invalidates the theory of evolu- 


tion, whose main purpose is to deny creation. 


Imaginary Mechanism of Evolution 
The second important point that negates Darwin's theory is that 


both concepts put forward by the theory as "evolutionary mecha- 
nisms" were understood to have, in reality, no evolutionary power. 

Darwin based his evolution allegation entirely on the mecha- 
nism of "natural selection." The importance he placed on this mecha- 
nism was evident in the name of his book: The Origin of Species, By 
Means of Natural Selection... 

Natural selection holds that those living things that are stronger 
and more suited to the natural conditions of their habitats will sur- 
vive in the struggle for life. For example, in a deer herd under the 
threat of attack by wild animals, those that can run faster will sur- 
vive. Therefore, the deer herd will be comprised of faster and 
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stronger individuals. However, unquestionably, this mechanism will 
not cause deer to evolve and transform themselves into another liv- 


" ing species, for instance, horses. 
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} i if Therefore, the mechanism of natural selection has no evolution- 
q Wt ary power. Darwin was also aware of this fact and had to state this in 


his book The Origin of Species: 


Natural selection can do nothing until favourable individual differences or 


* ae 


variations occur.*2 


Y 

Lamarck's Impact 
So, how could these "favorable variations" occur? Darwin tried 
to answer this question from the standpoint of the primitive under- 
standing of science at that time. According to the French biologist 
Chevalier de Lamarck (1744-1829), who lived before Darwin, living 
creatures passed on the traits they acquired during their lifetime to 


the next generation. He asserted that these traits, which accumulated 
from one generation to another, caused new species to be formed. For 
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instance, he claimed that giraffes evolved from antelopes; as they 


French biologist 
Lamarck put for- 
ward a very unrea- 
sonable claim that 
giraffes evolved \ 
from antelopes. In a 
_ fact, Allah created 

giraffes specially b 
just like all other 
living things. 
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struggled to eat the leaves of high trees, their necks were extended 


from generation to generation. 


Darwin also gave similar examples. In his book The Origin of 


Species, for instance, he said that some bears going into water to find 


food transformed themselves into whales over time.” 


However, the laws of inheritance discovered by Gregor Mendel 


(1822-84) and verified by the science of genetics, which flourished in 


the twentieth century, utterly demolished the legend that acquired 


traits were passed on to subsequent generations. Thus, natural selec- 


tion fell out of favor as an evolutionary mechanism. 


rd 

MA 1 Neo-Darwinism and Mutations 

YY In order to find a solution, Darwinists advanced the "Modern 

Ni Synthetic Theory," or as it is more commonly known, Neo- 
ay 


" Darwinism, at the end of the 1930's. Neo-Darwinism added muta- 

Ae 1 tions, which are distortions formed in the genes of living beings due 
ay 

An W4 to such external factors as radiation or replication errors, as the 


SN ne "cause of favorable variations" in addition to natural mutation. 
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: 1! J Crippled babies who were born in the aftermath of the Chernobyl disaster. 

hima Fa This picture reveals that mutations, which evolutionists claim have an effect 
i a Fi on the origins of living things, actually have disastrous effects on human be- 
? 4 ings. 


Today, the model that stands for evolution in the world is Neo- 
Darwinism. The theory maintains that millions of living beings 
formed as a result of a process whereby numerous complex organs of 
these organisms (e.g., ears, eyes, lungs, and wings) underwent "mu- 
tations," that is, genetic disorders. Yet, there is an outright scientific 
fact that totally undermines this theory: Mutations do not cause liv- 
ing beings to develop; on the contrary, they are always harmful. 

The reason for this is very simple: DNA has a very complex 
structure, and random effects can only harm it. The American geneti- 
cist B. G. Ranganathan explains this as follows: 


First, genuine mutations are very rare in nature. Secondly, most muta- 
tions are harmful since they are random, rather than orderly changes in the 
structure of genes; any random change in a highly ordered system will be 
for the worse, not for the better. For example, if an earthquake were to shake 
a highly ordered structure such as a building, there would be a random 
change in the framework of the building which, in all probability, would 
not be an improvement.*4 
Not surprisingly, no mutation example, which is useful, that is, 
which is observed to develop the genetic code, has been observed so 
far. All mutations have proved to be harmful. It was understood that 
mutation, which is presented as an "evolutionary mechanism," is ac- 
tually a genetic occurrence that harms living things, and leaves them 
disabled. (The most common effect of mutation on human beings is 
cancer.) Of course, a destructive mechanism cannot be an "evolution- 
ary mechanism." Natural selection, on the other hand, "can do noth- 
ing by itself," as Darwin also accepted. This fact shows us that there 


is no "evolutionary mechanism" in nature. Since no evolutionary 


mechanism exists, no such any imaginary process called "evolution" 


could have taken place. 
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The Fossil Record: No Sign of Intermediate Forms 

The clearest evidence that the scenario suggested by the theory 
of evolution did not take place is the fossil record. 

According to this theory, every living species has sprung from a 


predecessor. A previously existing species turned into something else 


over time and all species have come into being in this way. In other 
words, this transformation proceeds gradually over millions of years. 

Had this been the case, numerous intermediary species should 
have existed and lived within this long transformation period. 

For instance, some half-fish/half-reptiles should have lived in 
the past which had acquired some reptilian traits in addition to the 
fish traits they already had. Or there should have existed some rep- 
tile-birds, which acquired some bird traits in addition to the reptilian 
traits they already had. Since these would be in a transitional phase, 
they should be disabled, defective, crippled living beings. 
Evolutionists refer to these imaginary creatures, which they believe 
to have lived in the past, as "transitional forms." 

If such animals ever really existed, there should be millions and 
even billions of them in number and variety. More importantly, the 
remains of these strange creatures should be present in the fossil 
record. In The Origin of Species, Darwin explained: 

If my theory be true, numberless intermediate varieties, linking most close- 

ly all of the species of the same group together must assuredly have exist- 

ed... Consequently, evidence of their former existence could be found only 


amongst fossil remains.°° 


Darwin's Hopes Shattered 


However, although evolutionists have been making strenuous ef- 
forts to find fossils since the middle of the nineteenth century all over 
the world, no transitional forms have yet been uncovered. All of the fos- 
sils, contrary to the evolutionists’ expectations, show that life appeared 
on Earth all of a sudden and fully-formed. 

One famous British paleontologist, Derek V. Ager, admits this fact, 
even though he is an evolutionist: 

The point emerges that if we examine the fossil record in detail, whether at the 

level of orders or of species, we find—over and over again—not gradual evo- 

lution, but the sudden explosion of one group at the expense of another.>° 

This means that in the fossil record, all living species suddenly 
emerge as fully formed, without any intermediate forms in between. 
This is just the opposite of Darwin's assumptions. Also, this is very 
strong evidence that all living things are created. The only explanation 
of a living species emerging suddenly and complete in every detail 
without any evolutionary ancestor is that it was created. This fact is ad- 
mitted also by the widely known evolutionist biologist Douglas 
Futuyma: 

Creation and evolution, between them, exhaust the possible explanations for 
the origin of living things. Organisms either appeared on the earth fully de- 
veloped or they did not. If they did not, they must have developed from pre- 
existing species by some process of modification. If they did appear in a fully 
developed state, they must indeed have been created by some omnipotent in- 
telligence.” 

Fossils show that living beings emerged fully developed and in a 
perfect state on the Earth. That means that "the origin of species," con- 


trary to Darwin's supposition, is not evolution, but creation. 
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1. Australopithecus 

2. Homo habilis 

3. Homo erectus 

4. Homo sapiens 

Evolutionists call man's so-called first ape-like ancestors 
Australopithecus, which means "South African ape." These living be- 
ings are actually nothing but an old ape species that has become ex- 
tinct. Extensive research done on various Australopithecus specimens 
by two world famous anatomists from England and the USA, name- 
ly, Lord Solly Zuckerman and Prof. Charles Oxnard, shows that these 
apes belonged to an ordinary ape species that became extinct and 
bore no resemblance to humans.* 

Evolutionists classify the next stage of human evolution as "ho- 
mo," that is "man." According to their claim, the living beings in the 
Homo series are more developed than Australopithecus. Evolutionists 
devise a fanciful evolution scheme by arranging different fossils of 
these creatures in a particular order. This scheme is imaginary be- 
cause it has never been proved that there is an evolutionary relation 
between these different classes. Ernst Mayr, one of the twentieth cen- 
tury's most important evolutionists, contends in his book One Long 


Argument that "particularly historical [puzzles] such as the origin of 


life or of Homo sapiens, are extremely difficult and may even resist a 
final, satisfying explanation."” 

By outlining the link chain as Australopithecus > Homo habilis > 
Homo erectus > Homo sapiens, evolutionists imply that each of these 
species is one another's ancestor. However, recent findings of pale- 
oanthropologists have revealed that Australopithecus, Homo habilis, 
and Homo erectus lived at different parts of the world at the same 


time.*? 


Moreover, a certain segment of humans classified as Homo erec- 
tus have lived up until very modern times. Homo sapiens nean- 
darthalensis and Homo sapiens sapiens (modern man) co-existed in the 
same region."! 

This situation apparently indicates the invalidity of the claim 
that they are ancestors of one another. A paleontologist from Harvard 
University, Stephen Jay Gould, explains this deadlock of the theory of 
evolution, although he is an evolutionist himself: 

What has become of our ladder if there are three coexisting lineages of ho- 

minids (A. africanus, the robust australopithecines, and H. habilis), none 

clearly derived from another? Moreover, none of the three display any evo- 
lutionary trends during their tenure on earth.” 

Put briefly, the scenario of human evolution, which is "upheld" 
with the help of various drawings of some "half ape, half human" 
creatures appearing in the media and course books, that is, frankly, 
by means of propaganda, is nothing but a tale with no scientific foun- 
dation. 

Lord Solly Zuckerman, one of the most famous and respected 
scientists in the U.K., who carried out research on this subject for 
years and studied Australopithecus fossils for 15 years, finally con- 
cluded, despite being an evolutionist himself, that there is, in fact, no 
such family tree branching out from ape-like creatures to man. 

Zuckerman also made an interesting "spectrum of science" rang- 
ing from those he considered scientific to those he considered unsci- 
entific. According to Zuckerman's spectrum, the most "scientific'"— 
that is, depending on concrete data—fields of science are chemistry 
and physics. After them come the biological sciences and then the so- 
cial sciences. At the far end of the spectrum, which is the part con- 
sidered to be most "unscientific," are "extra-sensory perception"— 
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concepts such as telepathy and sixth sense—and finally "human evo- 
lution." Zuckerman explains his reasoning: 
We then move right off the register of objective truth into those fields of 
presumed biological science, like extrasensory perception or the interpreta- 
tion of man’s fossil history, where to the faithful [evolutionist] anything is 
possible—and where the ardent believer [in evolution] is sometimes able to 
believe several contradictory things at the same time.** 
The tale of human evolution boils down to nothing but the prej- 
udiced interpretations of some fossils unearthed by certain people, 
who blindly adhere to their theory. 


Darwinian Formula! 

Besides all the technical evidence we have dealt with so far, let 
us now for once, examine what kind of a superstition the evolution- 
ists have with an example so simple as to be understood even by chil- 
dren: 


The theory of evolution asserts that life is formed by chance. 


According to this claim, lifeless and unconscious atoms came togeth- 


er to form the cell and then they somehow formed other living things, 
including man. Let us think about that. When we bring together the 
elements that are the building-blocks of life such as carbon, phos- 
phorus, nitrogen and potassium, only a heap is formed. No matter 
what treatments it undergoes, this atomic heap cannot form even a 
single living being. If you like, let us formulate an "experiment" on 
this subject and let us examine on the behalf of evolutionists what 
they really claim without pronouncing loudly under the name 
"Darwinian formula:" 

Let evolutionists put plenty of materials present in the composi- 
tion of living things such as phosphorus, nitrogen, carbon, oxygen, 
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these barrels any material that does not exist under normal condi- 
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tions, but they think as necessary. Let them add in this mixture as 


many amino acids—which have no possibility of forming under nat- 
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ural conditions—and as many proteins—a single one of which has a 
formation probability of 10°—as they like. Let them expose these wer 
mixtures to as much heat and moisture as they like. Let them stir if 4 
these with whatever technologically developed device they like. Let 
them put the foremost scientists beside these barrels. Let these ex- ‘ 
perts wait in turn beside these barrels for billions, and even trillions 
of years. Let them be free to use all kinds of conditions they believe 
to be necessary for a human's formation. No matter what they do, 


they cannot produce from these barrels a human, say a professor that 
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examines his cell structure under the electron microscope. They can- He Lal 


not produce giraffes, lions, bees, canaries, horses, dolphins, roses, or- 6 


chids, lilies, carnations, bananas, oranges, apples, dates, tomatoes, ‘ 


Compared to cam- 
eras and sound SUE 
recording machines, ~ ee 
the eye and ear are wile 
much more complex, r vr 
much more success- i 
ful and possess far nL 
superior designs to a 
these products of wi te 
high technology. 


melons, watermelons, figs, olives, grapes, peaches, peafowls, pheas- 
ants, multicoloured butterflies, or millions of other living beings such 
as these. Indeed, they could not obtain even a single cell of any one 
of them. 

Briefly, unconscious atoms cannot form the cell by coming to- 
gether. They cannot take a new decision and divide this cell into two, 
then take other decisions and create the professors who first invent 
the electron microscope and then examine their own cell structure 
under that microscope. Matter is an unconscious, lifeless heap, and it 
comes to life with Allah's superior creation. 

The theory of evolution, which claims the opposite, is a total fal- 
lacy completely contrary to reason. Thinking even a little bit on the 
claims of evolutionists discloses this reality, just as in the above ex- 
ample. 


Technology in the Eye and the Ear 


Another subject that remains unanswered by evolutionary theo- 


ry is the excellent quality of perception in the eye and the ear. 

Before passing on to the subject of the eye, let us briefly answer 
the question of how we see. Light rays coming from an object fall op- 
positely on the eye's retina. Here, these light rays are transmitted in- 
to electric signals by cells and reach a tiny spot at the back of the 
brain, the "center of vision." These electric signals are perceived in 
this center as an image after a series of processes. With this technical 
background, let us do some thinking. 

The brain is insulated from light. That means that its inside is 
completely dark, and that no light reaches the place where it is locat- 
ed. Thus, the "center of vision" is never touched by light and may 
even be the darkest place you have ever known. However, you ob- 
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serve a luminous, bright world in this pitch darkness. 

The image formed in the eye is so sharp and distinct that even 
the technology of the twentieth century has not been able to attain it. 
For instance, look at the book you are reading, your hands with 
which you are holding it, and then lift your head and look around 
you. Have you ever seen such a sharp and distinct image as this one 
at any other place? Even the most developed television screen pro- 
duced by the greatest television producer in the world cannot pro- 
vide such a sharp image for you. This is a three-dimensional, colored, 
and extremely sharp image. For more than 100 years, thousands of 
engineers have been trying to achieve this sharpness. Factories, huge 
premises were established, much research has been done, plans and 
designs have been made for this purpose. Again, look at a TV screen 
and the book you hold in your hands. You will see that there is a big 
difference in sharpness and distinction. Moreover, the TV screen 
shows you a two-dimensional image, whereas with your eyes, you 
watch a three-dimensional perspective with depth. 

For many years, tens of thousands of engineers have tried to 
make a three-dimensional TV and achieve the vision quality of the 
eye. Yes, they have made a three-dimensional television system, but 
it is not possible to watch it without putting on special 3-D glasses; 
moreover, it is only an artificial three-dimension. The background is 
more blurred, the foreground appears like a paper setting. Never has 
it been possible to produce a sharp and distinct vision like that of the 
eye. In both the camera and the television, there is a loss of image 


quality. 


Evolutionists claim that the mechanism producing this sharp 
and distinct image has been formed by chance. Now, if somebody 
told you that the television in your room was formed as a result of 


chance, that all of its atoms just happened to come together and make 
up this device that produces an image, what would you think? How 
can atoms do what thousands of people cannot? 

If a device producing a more primitive image than the eye could 
not have been formed by chance, then it is very evident that the eye 
and the image seen by the eye could not have been formed by chance. 
The same situation applies to the ear. The outer ear picks up the avail- 
able sounds by the auricle and directs them to the middle ear, the 
middle ear transmits the sound vibrations by intensifying them, and 
the inner ear sends these vibrations to the brain by translating them 
into electric signals. Just as with the eye, the act of hearing finalizes 
in the center of hearing in the brain. 

The situation in the eye is also true for the ear. That is, the brain 
is insulated from sound just as it is from light. It does not let any 
sound in. Therefore, no matter how noisy is the outside, the inside of 
the brain is completely silent. Nevertheless, the sharpest sounds are 
perceived in the brain. In your completely silent brain, you listen to 
symphonies, and hear all of the noises in a crowded place. However, 
were the sound level in your brain was measured by a precise device 
at that moment, complete silence would be found to be prevailing 
there. 

As is the case with imagery, decades of effort have been spent in 


trying to generate and reproduce sound that is faithful to the original. 


The results of these efforts are sound recorders, high-fidelity systems, 
and systems for sensing sound. Despite all of this technology and the 
thousands of engineers and experts who have been working on this 
endeavor, no sound has yet been obtained that has the same sharp- 
ness and clarity as the sound perceived by the ear. Think of the high- 
est-quality hi-fi systems produced by the largest company in the mu- 
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sic industry. Even in these devices, when sound is recorded some of 
it is lost; or when you turn on a hi-fi you always hear a hissing sound 
before the music starts. However, the sounds that are the products of 
the human body's technology are extremely sharp and clear. A hu- 
man ear never perceives a sound accompanied by a hissing sound or 
with atmospherics as does a hi-fi; rather, it perceives sound exactly as 
it is, sharp and clear. This is the way it has been since the creation of 
man. 

So far, no man-made visual or recording apparatus has been as 
sensitive and successful in perceiving sensory data as are the eye and 
the ear. However, as far as seeing and hearing are concerned, a far 
greater truth lies beyond all this. 


To Whom Does the Consciousness that Sees 
and Hears within the Brain Belong? 


Who watches an alluring world in the brain, listens to sym- 
phonies and the twittering of birds, and smells the rose? 

The stimulations coming from a person's eyes, ears, and nose 
travel to the brain as electro-chemical nerve impulses. In biology, 
physiology, and biochemistry books, you can find many details about 
how this image forms in the brain. However, you will never come 
across the most important fact: Who perceives these electro-chemical 
nerve impulses as images, sounds, odors, and sensory events in the 
brain? There is a consciousness in the brain that perceives all this 
without feeling any need for an eye, an ear, and a nose. To whom 
does this consciousness belong? Of course it does not belong to the 
nerves, the fat layer, and neurons comprising the brain. This is why 
Darwinist-materialists, who believe that everything is comprised of 


matter, cannot answer these questions. 


For this consciousness is the spirit created by Allah, which needs 
neither the eye to watch the images nor the ear to hear the sounds. 
Furthermore, it does not need the brain to think. 

Everyone who reads this explicit and scientific fact should pon- 
der on Almighty Allah, and fear and seek refuge in Him, for He 
squeezes the entire universe in a pitch-dark place of a few cubic cen- 
timeters in a three-dimensional, colored, shadowy, and luminous 


form. 


A Materialist Faith 

The information we have presented so far shows us that the the- 
ory of evolution is a incompatible with scientific findings. The theo- 
ry's claim regarding the origin of life is inconsistent with science, the 
evolutionary mechanisms it proposes have no evolutionary power, 
and fossils demonstrate that the required intermediate forms have 
never existed. So, it certainly follows that the theory of evolution 
should be pushed aside as an unscientific idea. This is how many 
ideas, such as the Earth-centered universe model, have been taken 
out of the agenda of science throughout history. 

However, the theory of evolution is kept on the agenda of sci- 
ence. Some people even try to represent criticisms directed against it 
as an "attack on science." Why? 

The reason is that this theory is an indispensable dogmatic belief 
for some circles. These circles are blindly devoted to materialist phi- 
losophy and adopt Darwinism because it is the only materialist ex- 
planation that can be put forward to explain the workings of nature. 

Interestingly enough, they also confess this fact from time to 
time. A well-known geneticist and an outspoken evolutionist, 


Richard C. Lewontin from Harvard University, confesses that he is 
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"first and foremost a materialist and then a scientist": 


It is not that the methods and institutions of science somehow compel us 
accept a material explanation of the phenomenal world, but, on the con- 
trary, that we are forced by our a priori adherence to material causes to cre- 
ate an apparatus of investigation and a set of concepts that produce mate- 
rial explanations, no matter how counter-intuitive, no matter how mysti- 
fying to the uninitiated. Moreover, that materialism is absolute, so we can- 
not allow a Divine Foot in the door.# 

These are explicit statements that Darwinism is a dogma kept 
alive just for the sake of adherence to materialism. This dogma main- 
tains that there is no being save matter. Therefore, it argues that inan- 
imate, unconscious matter created life. It insists that millions of dif- 
ferent living species (e.g., birds, fish, giraffes, tigers, insects, trees, 
flowers, whales, and human beings) originated as a result of the inter- 
actions between matter such as pouring rain, lightning flashes, and so 
on, out of inanimate matter. This is a precept contrary both to reason 
and science. Yet Darwinists continue to defend it just so as "not to allow 
a Divine Foot in the door." 

Anyone who does not look at the origin of living beings with a ma- 
terialist prejudice will see this evident truth: All living beings are works 
of a Creator, Who is All-Powerful, All-Wise, and All-Knowing. This 
Creator is Allah, Who created the whole universe from non-existence, 
designed it in the most perfect form, and fashioned all living beings. 


The Theory of Evolution: 
The Most Potent Spell in the World 


Anyone free of prejudice and the influence of any particular ideol- 


ogy, who uses only his or her reason and logic, will clearly understand 
that belief in the theory of evolution, which brings to mind the super- 


Waryam: Au Exemplary Muslim Woman 


an, 


TUN 


stitions of societies with no knowledge of science or civilization, is quite 
impossible. 

As explained above, those who believe in the theory of evolution 
think that a few atoms and molecules thrown into a huge vat could 
produce thinking, reasoning professors and university students; such 
scientists as Einstein and Galileo; such artists as Humphrey Bogart, 
Frank Sinatra and Luciano Pavarotti; as well as antelopes, lemon trees, 
and carnations. Moreover, as the scientists and professors who believe 
in this nonsense are educated people, it is quite justifiable to speak of 
this theory as "the most potent spell in history." Never before has any 
other belief or idea so taken away peoples' powers of reason, refused to 
allow them to think intelligently and logically and hidden the truth 
from them as if they had been blindfolded. This is an even worse and 
unbelievable blindness than the Egyptians worshipping the Sun God 
Ra, totem worship in some parts of Africa, the people of Saba worship- 
ping the Sun, the tribe of Prophet Ibrahim (as) worshipping idols they 


had made with their own hands, or the people of the Prophet Musa (as) 


worshipping the Golden Calf. 

In fact, Allah has pointed to this lack of reason in the Qur'an. In 
many verse, He reveals in many verses that some peoples' minds will 
be closed and that they will be powerless to see the truth. Some of these 
verses are as follows: 

As for those who do not believe, it makes no difference to 

them whether you warn them or do not warn them, they will 

not believe. Allah has sealed up their hearts and hearing and 
over their eyes is a blindfold. They will have a terrible pun- 

ishment. (Surat al-Baqara: 6-7) 

... They have hearts with which they do not understand. They 

have eyes with which they do not see. They have ears with 
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which they do not hear. Such people are like cattle. No, they are 

even further astray! They are the unaware. (Surat al-A‘raf: 179) 

Even if We opened up to them a door into heaven, and they 

spent the day ascending through it, they would only say: "Our 

eyesight is befuddled! Or rather we have been put under a 

spell!" (Surat al-Hijr: 14-15) 

Words cannot express just how astonishing it is that this spell should 
hold such a wide community in thrall, keep people from the truth, and 
not be broken for 150 years. It is understandable that one or a few people 
might believe in impossible scenarios and claims full of stupidity and il- 
logicality. However, "magic" is the only possible explanation for people 
from all over the world believing that unconscious and lifeless atoms 
suddenly decided to come together and form a universe that functions 
with a flawless system of organization, discipline, reason, and conscious- 
ness; a planet named Earth with all of its features so perfectly suited to 
life; and living things full of countless complex systems. 

In fact, the Qur'an relates the incident of Prophet Musa (as) and 
Pharaoh to show that some people who support atheistic philosophies 
actually influence others by magic. When Pharaoh was told about the 
true religion, he told Prophet Musa (as) to meet with his own magicians. 
When Musa (as) did so, he told them to demonstrate their abilities first. 
The verses continue: 

He said: "You throw." And when they threw, they cast a spell on 

the people's eyes and caused them to feel great fear of them. 

They produced an extremely powerful magic. (Surat al-A raf: 

116) 

As we have seen, Pharaoh's magicians were able to deceive every- 
one, apart from Musa (as) and those who believed in him. However, his 


evidence broke the spell, or "swallowed up what they had forged," as the 
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verse puts it. 

We revealed to Musa, "Throw down your staff." And it imme- 

diately swallowed up what they had forged. So the Truth took 

place and what they did was shown to be false. (Surat al-A raf: 

117-18) 

As we can see, when people realized that a spell had been cast up- 
on them and that what they saw was just an illusion, Pharaoh's magi- 
cians lost all credibility. In the present day too, unless those who, under 
the influence of a similar spell, believe in these ridiculous claims under 
their scientific disguise and spend their lives defending them, abandon 
their superstitious beliefs, they also will be humiliated when the full 
truth emerges and the spell is broken. In fact, world-renowned 
British writer and philosopher Malcolm Muggeridge also stated this: 

I myself am convinced that the theory of evolution, especially the extent to 

which it’s been applied, will be one of the great jokes in the history books 

in the future. Posterity will marvel that so very flimsy and dubious an hy- 
pothesis could be accepted with the incredible credulity that it has.*® 

That future is not far off: On the contrary, people will soon see 
that "chance" is not a deity, and will look back on the theory of evo- 


lution as the worst deceit and the most terrible spell in the world. 


That spell is already rapidly beginning to be lifted from the shoulders 
of people all over the world. Many people who see its true face are 
wondering with amazement how they could ever have been taken in 
by it. 


They said "Glory be to You! 
We have no knowledge except what You have taught 
us. You are the All-Knowing, the All-Wise." 
(Surat al-Baqara: 32) 
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